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° The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—BUTITER
PRESERVATIVES.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Health: 1, Are preservatives still employed
in the manufacture of Western Australian
butter? 2, ls pasteurised bulter the caly
sueccessful alternative? 3, Does pasteuri-
sation remove vitamin AY

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, Preservatives are used only in the manu-
factnre of Western Australian butter to a
very small extent by small makers. But-
ter factories all pasteurise. 2, Yes. 3, Most
vitamins in butter are unaffected by pas-
teurisation temperature. Vitamin C is
slightly affected, bat this vitamin is other-
wise generally available in froits and fresh
vegetables.

QUESTION—RAILWAY SURVEY.

Kalgoorlie-Perth, new route.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Premier: 1,
Have the Federal Government done any-
thing regarding the talked of survey of
the area along the Yarramony Eastward
proposed railway route in connection with
Mr, Stileman’s suggestion of a better route
being found for the Kalgoorlie to Perth
Transcontinental railway? 2, If so, will
he tell, through this House, the settlers of
the area eoncerned what has so far been
done ot is contemplated shall be done?
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lue PREMIER replied; If the Lion. mem-
ber requires any information regarding the
Federal Governmeni’s intentions respecting
the talked-of survey, I suggest he should
conununicate with the Prime Minister.

BILL—DRIED FRUITS ACT CONTINU-
ANCE.

Introduced by the Minister for Agricul-
lure und read a first time.

BILL—UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 1lth Septem-
ber.

MR. SBAMPSON (Swan) [4.36]: The
Bill before us will be welcomed generally,
and should prove of great use to those in-
terested in co-operative trading. Some
yenrs ago I had prepared a Bill the objeet
of which was to preclude the improper use
of the word ‘‘co-operative’’ by any trad-
ing concern. That was the only phase of
co-operation with which the measure dealt.
It was felt at the time that it could per-
haps well be held over for a while, and it
was therefore never introduced. I am grate-
ful to the member for Guildford (Hon. W.
D. Johnson) for bringing down this Bill.
His knowledge of the subjeet is very wide
and his assoeiation with eo-operation has
extended over a long period. The protection
against the illegal use of the word ‘‘co-
operative’’ in trading concerns is very de-
sirable. \Whilst the improper use of this
word is not general, I contend and believe
members will agree, that the word is used
by firms, companies, or organisations, other
than those that are established and carried
on upon co-operative lines, with, the inten-
tion to deceive. There are different insti-
tutions in Perth that could be quoted te
show that the word is used in certain busi-
nesses without real justifieation. Perhaps
I should not be too sweeping in the state-
ment that the word is improperly used, for
[ dare say in odd cases it has heen thought
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lessly adopted, and eonsequently it eounld
not perhaps be said that the use of it is
-immoral. It is obviously unfair that the
publie should be misled, as it is in those
cases where the word is improperly used.
T helieve there was a case of a dairyman
who termed his business a co-operative one.
There was also the case of a flour miller
and one or two other businesses. If one
desired, a comparison counld be drawn be-
tween the action of those who improperly
use this word and these people who sell
drinks under labels on which are illustra-
ted different fruits; that is in those eases
where the labels are affixed to containers
which do not actually contain fruit juices
but synthetic liquids. It might be urged
that those people who label their business
as co-operative, when the business is not
truly co-operative, are doing something on
similar lines, and that a synthetic deserip-
tion, at all events, is being applied to such
businesses. An important phase oi the
Bill before us deals with the need of eapi-
tal. It is hoped that its passage will over-
come this difficulty. "When Westralian
Parmers, Ltd., was established, 7 per cent.
interest was a good return; to-day it
is almost impossible to secure money at
this rate. In the Bill it is proposed, in
connection with co-operative companies, to
make the rate vary according to the value
of money, and to base it on the interest
yaid by the Commonwealth Bank when the
amount prodncing interest is on fixed de-
posit for a term of two years. Tt is sug-
gested in the Bill that 5 per cent. over the
Commonwealth fixed deposit payment
should be the limit. Since that rate is to-
day 5 per eent., it would mean that 10 per
cent. would be available to shareholders
in a co-operative company. That would
he the maximum. Many co-operative com-
panies would be unable to pay this. Tt
is considered desirable that the proposition
should be made more attractive than has
heen the ease hitherto. To-day. it is claimed
that the general value of money is regarded
as worth 9 or 10 per cenf. Whether it is
quite as high as that I am rather doubt-
ful. A limitation is imposed by the mem-
orandum of articles of association of most
co-operative companies whereby shares are
available oniy to primary producers. This
means that the sales are very vestricted.
In- the case of a farmer, or his dependants,
when he has died, it is always diffieult to
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dispose of these shares. The Bill provides
u remedy. Clause 4 states—

A co-operative company registered under the
principal Act, as amended by this Aect, may,
if authorised by its articles of association, pur-
chase out of its reserve funds any shares of
a member of the ecompany, but the shares so
purchased in any year shall not exceed one-
twentieth part of the paid-up capital of the
compauy.

That would enable the co-operative com-
pany to purchase such shares. It is pro-
posed to limit the repurchase of shares in
any ons year to a proportion not greater
than & per eent. It is urged that not
more than 10 per cent. of repurchased
shares should be held by the parent
company at any one time. If this provi-
sion is approved, it will make the taking
up of co-operative sharves less hazardous in
the cvent of the vealisation of assets than
at present. This particular elanse is of
great value, and I endorse the remarks made
in support of i:. It is provided that all
surplus profits, after sefting aside neces-
sary reserves, shrll be distributed by way
of bouuses, either ‘n cash, or bonus shares,
or debentures in p.oportion to the business
done by the shareholders with the eompany,
or to the profits earned by the company on
such shareholders’ business. It is also set
out that on any distribution of the reserve
funds or other assets by the co-operative
company, or ou the winding up, voluntarily
or compulserily, of a co-operative company,
no sharghoalder chall reeeive in payment for
his shares any amount exceeding the capital
paid up in respect thereof, with dividends,
if any, due except as provided in the clause
to whieh I have just made reference. The
objeet of this proposal, as T understand it,
is that it will enable a cireulating reserve
to be established. This system is in exist-
ence in other countries where the co-opera-
tive movement is populay, but it is not pro-
posed that it shall be exercised until the
reserves reach a substantial percentage,
probably not until the value of the share
capital has been attained. Tt is interest-
ing to note the method of distribation ox
reserve capital that is usually carried out.
To distribute the whole of the profits from
the enrrent year's trading would be obvi-
ously unfair to the sharehnlderec who havae
built up the reserve funds in the early his.
tory of the particular co-operative com-
pany, and made the earning of profits pos-
sible. Those shareholders temporarily al-
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lowed their profits to remain unpaid, and
as a result of that consideration, the finan-
cial soundness of the co-operative company
duly advanced. In accordance with the
spirit of co-operation, the method usually
adopted is to take cognisance of the trading

done in the early days of the company, and’

then, at a later stage, to return to the early
traders all the profits made from their busi-
ness. While the profits made in later busi-
ness go into the reserves,. it is understood,
of counrse, that the actunl distribution of
those profits will at a later period also be
made. Then, as time gnes on, the distri-
bution of profits is ¢naeted again and again,
Thus is the formation of n eirculating re-
serve explained. T do not know that there
is much need for further commendation of
the Bill. The member for Guildford (Fon.
W. D. Johnson) dealt exhaustively with
the measure and explained the incidence of
co-operation, the wmagnificent results ob-
tained, and other phases of interest. I think
the Bill will find members in an agreeable
mood and it will readily pass this House,
while it should meet with a similar welcome
in another place. I have pleasure in sup-
porting the second reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a sceond time.

In Committee.

Mr. Angelo in the Chair; Hon. W. D.
Johnson in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 6—agreed to.

Clanse 7—Distribution of reserves, and of
assets on winding up:

Mr. LATHAM: What is it proposed to
do with profit in excess of that which is
set out in the clauset

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: At the start of
a co-operative eompany, maney is advanced
by the shareholders. During the operations
of the company any profits made over and
above the share capital, become the pro-
"perty of the clients of the particular co-ope-
rative concern. In other words, all that
aconmulates as a result of the investment
of the capital becomes the property of the
shareholders. The clause definitely lays
down the trne co-operative principle that
the balance shall go to those who built up
the company and to whom it belongs.

(lause put and passed.

_can make use of them if required.
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Clauses 8 and 9—agreed to.
Title—agreed io.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—CREMATION,
Second Reading.

MR. NORTH (Ciaremont) [4.57] in mov-
ing the seecond reading said: This Bill is
before the House for the second time. Last
year the second reading debate had been
commenced, but owing fo the close of the
session, the measure was guillotined. I do
not think it neeessary to go over the whole
of the arguments I addueed on the last occa-
sion. The introdunetion of the Bill has been
requested by a great many persons, Since
it was before us last, the Press have gone so
far as to publish a leading article urging the
necessity for the establishment of cremation
in, Western Anstralia. T have had requests
from the Women's Service Guild for the re-
introduction of the Bill. T think members
generally are aware that there is need for
Western Australia to come intd line with the
other States and to provide the necessary
Parliamentary machinery that will enable «
crematorium to be established here. When
looking up ancther matter recently, T came
across information that indieated that the
practice of cremation is older than I had
realised. In the course of excavations at
tezer, in Palestine, no fewer than seven
cities, one built wpon the other, were un-
earthed. When the seventh city down was
reached—the inhabitants must have lived
in the Neolithic period—unmistakable
evidence was found that even in those
early days eremation was resorted to.
So it is a pretty ancient form of disposal
and no new-fangled idea. I have some infor-
mation from Adelaide which was furnished
me by Messrs. D. J. Chipper's to the effect
that eremation has been in force there for'
many years, and that the other States have
erematoria in the cemeteries, where people
) T had
thought it would be better for the local firms
te build their own erematoria, but I under-
stand that in the other Stafes the trustees
of the various cemeteries erect the buildings
and charge a small fee for the use of them.
In this State I believe the undertakers wonld
be. only too pleased to fall in with that ar-
rangement and hire the building as required,
should the Karrakatta Cemetery Board de-
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cide to erect it. ‘The Bill is identieal with
that of last session. It is mostly a machinery
measure, It is provided that the Governor
may issue licenses for erematoria to be buil,
and the registrar may issue permits for
cremation. Then there are provisions vuder
which the Attorney General can interfere
with ¢remations in certain cases, and some
very strict provisions whereby no corpse
shall be dealt with watil the proper certifi-
cates have been obtained. In view of all this,
there can be no question of cremation being
used to hide crime. Again, interested per-
sons may not give certificates; because if it
were allowed, there might be a suggestion of
some nefarious attempt. If objection is
taken by the husband of the deeceased, or the
widow, or the next of kin, cremation can be
forbidden, except where the deceased him-
self has directed in writing that he prefers
t> be cremated. That will upset the objee-
tions, if any, of the next of kin. There 15 in
the Bill provision for meeting certain of-
fences against the Act with penalties up to
£200. That is quile apart trom the regula-
tions, which of course provide only for light
penalties. The Adelaide letter I received
from Messrs. D. J. Chipper's shows that
there the regulations are broken by the un-
dertakers in nearly every case. Nevertheless
the Act is working smootbly and cremation
has been carried on there for over 20 years.
I do not propose to weary the Honse with
turther detaiis. The objeets of the Bili are
qunite clear. The need is there, and there
will be no expense imposed on anybody if
the Bill becomes law. The Bill merely has
the effect of tightening up this method of
disposal of the dead, which by the common
law of Great Britain can be employed to-
day; for I understand that in common law
cremation is legal. It is merely a matter of
tightening up the provisions and introdueing
faeilities for these who require this form of
disposal.

'-’Mr. Sampson: Do the churches support
it?

Mr. NORTH: I do not know, but there is
nothing eompulsory in the Bill. It merely

provides for those who ask for that form of -

disposal, so it cannot offend anybedy or be
met with much epposition. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

-On motion by the Minister for Health, de-
bate adjourned,
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BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Recommittal,

On motion by the Minister for Agricul-
tural Water Supplies, Bill recommitted for
the further consideration of Clause 7b.

M. Angelo in the Chair, the Minister for
Agricultural Water Supplies in charge of
the Bill.

Clause 7b—Amendment of Section 62:

The AUINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: I move—

That the following words be added to the
clause:—*‘and by substituting for the pro-
viso the following words, namely, ‘Provided
that when such vacaney occura within four
months before the date fixed by this Act for
the holding of a general election, the seat may,
with the approval of the Minister, continue
vacant until that election.’ '’

This amendment has been brought ahout
by an ovefsight when the Bill was drafted.
Rection 62 provides that an extraordinary
election to fill a vacancy shall be held within
one month. The Bill has altered that to two
months.

Mr. SAMPSON: If the provision that
the elections shall be held simultaneously is
eventually passed, the amendment will be
necessary. But, notwithstanding the argu-
ments of the Minister, I am hopeful that
it may yet be decided that the elections shall
not take place simultancously.

The DNMiinister for Water Supplies: Youn
are not anticipating opposition in another
place, are vou?

Mr. SAMPSON: In answer to thai, T
say this place should give consideration to
the wishes of the road boards throughout
the State, and since we have failed te do
that, I hope another place will do it.

The Minister for Water Supplies: That
has nothing whatever to do with the amend-
ment.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is dealing with the
same subjeet. I realise that if it is de-
cided that the whole of the members of a
road board shall go oul at one time and the
election be a general one this amendment
will be necessary.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: Tt is intended that the elouse, as
amended, shall stand as 7e, and also that
Clause 8 will precede Clauses 7a, 7b amnd
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Te, and that those clauses shall be numbered
8a, 8b and 8¢ respectively.

Bill again reported with a further amend-
jment,

BILL—AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS.
In Committee,

Resumed from the 19th September: Mr.
Angelo in the Chair; the Minister for Agri-
culture in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress
ported on Clause 2, Interpretation,

was  Tre-

Clause put and passed.
Clause 3—agreed to.
Clause 4—Powers of inspectors:

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not think enough
power is given to the inspectors. As T said
on the second reading, the Bill appears to
be more coneerned with the wholesaler and
the people purchasing in the markets. T
cannot see how the inspector is going to
safeguard a consumer purchasing from a
retail shop. The inspector on seeing a cus-
tomer leaving a retail shop should have
power to inquire what he has in the parcel,
and to compare the purchase made with the
samples in the window. With apples dis-
played in the window and marked 6d., it
has often happened that people have gone
in to buy, but have been supplied, not from
the window but from s case in the shop, and
afterwards it has been found that the apples
supplied were rotten. The inspector shounld
be given power fo inquire of a customer
leaving a shop, and take him back to see
whether the fruit supplied is equal to the
samples in the window. The greatest need
of the day is for the consumer purchasing
at a retail shop to be protected. The whole-
saler and the purchasers at the markets will
have plenty of protection under the Bill.
While I bhave no ohjection to those peaple
heing safeguarded, the consumer has more
right to protection.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
To sell is defined as including to offer,
expose, consign, send or deliver for or on
sale. That would apply not only to the
market, but to a shop.

Mr. Mann: Where is topping defined? -

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
In Subelavse 1 of Clauss 3. The definition
of topping i eclear. An inspector would

BYT

have puwer to enter a shop and, if agri-
cultural products were exposed for sale and
topping had been indulged in, the offender
could be prosecuted.

Mr. Teesdale: Would topping apply to
the window show?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes.

Mr. Teesdale: I have never yet beep able
te buy anything out of a shop window.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If a purchaser were served with products
which were not a fair sample of those ex-
posed for sale, he eould take action against
the shopkeeper.

Mr. Manbn: He bas that power to-day.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not think he has.

Mr. Latham: I say he has—for misrep-
resentation.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It would be difficult to prove misrepresen-
tation.

Mr, Teesdale: That is so.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
The Bill deals with topping and there is
provision for regulations to require grad-
ing. People dealing in eggs desire that
grading should be introduced.

Mr. Davy: Who have asked for grading?

Tie MINISTER TFOR AGRICULTURE*
The prodzeers.

_ Mr, Davy: All the producers?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They have an association.

Mr. Davy: And becanse a majority of
the executive asked for grading, you say
they all desire it.

. 'The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
A larse propcrtion of the people markat.
ing eggs desire grading,

Mr. Davy: You want to tell a man how’
to run his own business,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It might be argued that we are not ready
for grading legislation.

Mr. Davy: Why put it in the Bill?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE;
Grading can only be introduced by regula-
tion when there is a demand for it.

Mr. Manon: Paragraph (d) of Clanse 3
provides for grading.

The MINISTER FOR AG-RI(‘ULTUR’F
Only as may be prescribed.

Mr. Davy: Paragraph (d) says that pro:
ducts must be graded as preseribed.” There
is an obligation on yon fo preseribe it.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Not at all. The Bill merely provides the
machinery for introducing grading as may
be prescribed. I presume there would he
strong opposition to grading unless it was
requested by the producers concerned.

Mr, Mann: I do not think they know
what they are getting. They are asking
for bread and are being offered a stone

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Some of them want muoeh more than is
provided in the Bill,

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister is mak-
ing a second reading speech. He must con-
fine himself to the clause

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The power for 1nspeebors, desired by the
member for Fremantle, is provided.

Mr, LATHAM: We have agreed to the
appointment of a further army of inspee-
tors. I presame it is the intention of the
Department of Agriculture to police this
measure.

The Minister for Agriculture: No.

Mr. LATHAM : “Tnspeector” is defined as
an inspector “onder this Aect or under the
Plant Diseases Aet, 1914.” Therefore I
contend it is intended that this measure shall
be policed by the Department of Agricul-
tare.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is
different from suggesting the appointment
of an army of inspectors. There will not
be any additional inspeetors.

Mr. LATHAM: We shall see. Clause 4,
‘Subclause 1 empowers an inspector at any
reasonable time to enter and inspeet any
place and examine any prodvets, and require
the owner or the person in charge to open
any package, or if no such owner or person
is present, the inspector himself may open
any package. That is a very arbitrary
power to give an inspector, who should be
required to notify the owner of his intention.
Otherwise, an inspector could enter a man’s
premises and do as he liked.

Mr. Teesdale: He could open a case bat
not do as be liked,

Mr. LATHAM: He could mix up the
fruit and do anything he liked. He should
not be given such power unless the owner
waan notified of his intention.

Mr. Teesdale: Then the owner would be
able fo rectify things.

[ASSEMBLY.]

AMr, LATHAM: No, the inspector eould
accompany the owner to the shop. I move
arn amendment-—-

That after ‘‘person,’’ in line 33 of Hub-

clauss (1), the words ‘‘after having becn noti-
fied’’ be iuserted,

Mr. Davy: Why not strike oul “if no such
owner or person is present”?

Mr, LATITAM: 1 thought of doing that,
but this amendment seems preferable.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Sometimes there is great diffienlty in dis-
covering the owner.

Mr. Davy: How is the inspector to enter
if there is no person in charge?

Mr. Latham: Does not the Minister think
notification to the owner is reasonable?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURL:
Ii the desire is to defeat the Bill, certainly.
Notification means that everytbing will be
put in order,

Mr. Davy: How can the inspector get in
unless some person is in charge?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This would be a c¢ase oceurring in the
markets.

Mr. Dovy: But surely there would be
someone in charge,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The power sought is necessary if the mea-
sure is to be effective. In many instances,
when products that do not meet with the re-
quirements of the Act are really exposed for
sale, the cry is, “That stuff is not for sale.”
The grading regulations would be met with
a similar denial. Therefore, unless the
measure is to become a faree, the inspector
must bhave this power. It is assumed that
inspectors will always act with diseretion.
I7 the police exercised their full powers on
e7ery occasion, business could not be earried
or. at all; and the position is similar as to
insnectors under the Bill.  The difficulty
a~ices when no one is in charge of the pre-
miser.  The owner mwight be hundreds of

.mi'ex away, an his farm; and notifieation

tee Wim would defeat the measure,

ATr. Mann: Under this Bill inspectors are
given far more extensive powers than have
rvor heen pranted to the police.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUITURE:
No. This Bill is mild ecompared with Fast-
e™ Rtates leeislation.

Mr. DAVY: The situation anticipated by
tha Minister eonld not arise. Thia clauss
deals with gaods offered for sale. How ean
eaods bhe offered for sale unless there is
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someone in charge? People do not leave
valuable goods lying about without somebody
being in charge of them, even within & mar-
ket. The clause empowers the inspector to
break into a man’s shop. That, surely, is
not necessary. The inspector should ezer-
cise five or ten minufes’ patience—go away
and come back a little later: there would
be: plenty of work for him to do in 2 market
The words “or, if no snch owner or person
is present, may himself open any package”
are quite npnecessary; and the power con-
tained in them might be exercised tyran-
nically, Their excision would mean that the
inspector must find somebedy who iz in
charge. The Minister may suggest that the
person in charge would hide himself from
the inspector, but that would be a foolish
and useless proceeding on the part of the
person in charge.

Mr. LATHAM: I ask leave to withdraw
my amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Mr. DAVY: I move ar amendment—

That the following words be struck out:—
‘‘or, if no such owner or person is present,
may himself open any package.’’

There i5 no trap in the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T still regard the words as necessary. If an
owner or person in charge can be discovered,
he is notified. An army of inspectors will
not he employed.

Mr. Davy: You start with one, and the
number grows to a hundred.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The object of the Bill is to protect marketers
or both sides. If the onus of finding an
owner or a person in charge is to be thrown
on the inspector, the officer will not go to
that trouble. It is not his business. His
business is 40 see that stuff is properly mar-
keted. If hon. members want complicated
legal proceedings, let them insist upon noti-
fiecation. No staff will be appointed to carry
out such duties as notification. If the mea-
sure is to be easy to administer, the power
contained in the words is required.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T support the amend-
ment. It will be remembered that I opposed
the second reading of the Bill becanse of
the dangers aitached to it. The Minister
for Agriculture must be aware that the
greater percentage of produce sold in mar-
kets is sold through agents. The Minis-
ter’s remarks have ecentred on topping,

899

which is a back number in marketing.
There is now no topping of either fruit
or potatoes. A slit is put through the mid-
dle of the case or bag and the contents
looked at. There is no topping.

Mr. Wilson: My word, there is.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am talking about
the marketing of potatoes.

Mr. Wilson: We have seen some samples
here.

My, J. H. SMITH: The Minister shonld
know that in the up to date marketing of
products there is no topping. Therefore
what is the use of the Minister talking so
much about topping? The amendment
should be carried and the Minister would
be well advised to accept it.

Mr. LATHAM: We have to look at the
interpretation of the word ‘‘place’’ which
includes *‘farm, garden, orchard, road,
railway station, wharf, pier, jetty, vessel,
factory, warehouse or premises whatso-
ever.” It even covers a railway station. If
it had been provided that an inspector could
enter any place where the product was
offered for sale, it would have been differ-
ent, but the Bill does not say that. Tt
merely sets out that the inspector may go
on to a railway station and without refer-
ring fo the station master or the porter,
open any case he may see.

Mr. Chesson: What is the inspector
for? .

Mr, LATHAM: Tbke inspector could at
least say, ‘‘I propose to open that case.”’

The Premier: It would not be for sale
on the railway station.

Mr. LATHAM: It does not say that it
is for sale. The clause says—

For the purposes of this Act an inspector
way at any reasonable time enter and inspeci
any place, and examine any produets in or on
such place, and require the owner or person,
for the time being in charge of such produets,

to open any package, or if no such owner is
present, may himsclf open amy package.

If it merely set out ‘‘where offered for
sale,”’ the inspector would be on safe
ground. It is a most extraordinary power
to give to an inspector and the clamse is
unreasonable. To protect Qovernment offi-
eials and everyone else we should azree to
the amendment and the Minister <hould
aceept it. If not, let us notify the grower
what it 1s proposed to do.

Mr. SAMPSON: T hope the clause as
drafied will be agreed to. I cannot un-
derstand this frantic desire to protect those
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who are continually gnilty of putting up
produets in an improper way.

Myr. Davy: There is no question of
-uilt here; the clause enables an inspector

to go into a perfectly innocent man’s
house. Y
Mr. SAMPSON: A perfectly innocent

men will have no cause to fear. If mem-
bhers were acquainted with the position in
the Eastern States a little while ago they
would say it was a pity that froit sent
trom this State to Victoria was not in-
spected before it left. A friend of mine
had an opportunity of seeing some West-
vin Australian apples in Melbourne and he
declared they were a positive disgrace to
this State. That is what happens when in-
speetion is not compulsory. In the mat-
ter of frnit for export oversea, however,
that is packed well, and in London and on
the Continent it has a good name, but be-
er=e no inspertion is necessary when fruit
is exported to the Eastern States, it is
packed badly. When 100 cases were re-
packed in Melbourne recently it was pos-
gible to get only 47 cases of fruit that were
in anccordance with the labelled deseription.

Mr. Lindsay:  They must have -come
trom the Swan.

Mr. SAMPSON: Wherever they came
from, they were a disgrace to Western Aus-
tralin, el

Mr, Davy: What has that to do with the
amendment we are diseussing?

Mr. SAMPSON: It should have been
the duty of the inspector to cheek the
grading of those apples so as to save the
name of the State.

. Mr. Davy: We are not talking about the
Bill; we are talking about one wreiched
little clause.

Mr. SAMPSON: We are trying to limit
the power of the inspector and unless the
owner is present, no inspection car be
made. The person in charge may have left
and may not return for n few days.

AMr, Latham: You are making out a poor
ease for your people.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have heard no case
made ont for a reduction of the very rea-
sonable powers asked for by the Bill. I de
not say that all the growers have asked for
these powers, but the representative grow-
ers wanted something even more drastic
than tbe Bill contains.

My, Lambert: Will they pay for 1t

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. SAMPSON: As has heer explainca
by the Minister, there is no visible cost in-
volved.

Mr. Latham:
this evening!

Mr. SAMPSOXN: The State will suffer if
cur products are allowed to go out without
inspection and there is always a minority
who will send away rubhbish.

Mr. Lindsay: On a point of order; are
we diseussing Clause 4 or the sale of fruit?

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with
an amendument moved by Mr. Davy, and
I shall be glad if the member for Swan
will confine his remarks to that.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know exaetly
where we are drifting in this State and if
the Bill is a repetition of legislation of a
similar nature in another State, the posi-
tion will be deplorable. 1 agree with the
amendment and I will do anything short
of using firearms to stop the further ap-
pointment of inspectors to inspeet inspec-
tors in this eountry. In matters of this
kind the remedy is with the man who buys
the product. If the produet is not satis-
factory, the order need not be repeated. He
does not deal with that man again.

Mr. Davy: And he gets hiz money back.

‘Mr. LAMBERT: We should not coddle
these people merely because certain per-
sons come along from Bunbury or from
a -conference of loeal bodies and other non-
entities asking the Minister to do something.
It appears to me that the moment a few
representations are made to a Minister, he
sets about giving his elaborate staff some-
thing to do to frame legislation either to
restriet or regulate business.

Mr. Sleeman: Do not you think the con-
sumers should be protected?

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. If I order 10
Ibs. of ment and three or four loaves of
bread to be delivered at Soulbern Cross,
do I want an inspector there to see
that the food is all right? If # is not
all right I have to put up with it, but
I do not order again from the same man.
We shall soon be inspecting one another,
and shall have legislation ta support the
practice. T have read threugh the Minis-
ter’s second reading speech as I had not
the honour to listen to it, and it struek me
as .most unconvineing, If there i3 a sem-
blance of excuse for this Bill, T hope Min-
isters will, as far as possible, consalt their
common sense, -and limit ifs seope to the

You are unsophisticated
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narrowest sphere, having regard to any
practical effect it may have upon the pro-
ducer and the consumer. I am afraid that
as the outeome of it we shall have another
army of inspeetors.

Mr. DAVY: If these words are left in,
an  inspector will be able to enter a
person’s shop, farm or orchard, and in his
ubsence open up cases of produce, go away
without telling the owner of the visit, and
subsequently prosecute him for not grad-
ing or doing some other mysterious thing.

Mr. Sampson: A good grower will not
objeet to that. )

Mr, DAVY: Every Austvalian I know of
would objeet to it. I would object to uny-
one coming into my shop, opening my casvs,
and prosecnting me for some offence of
which I had no knowledge. The essence
of the decent administration of law is that
a man must be able to check the statements
that are made against him. A milk inspee.
tor cannot draw milk from a eart in the
absence of the vendor. Wher he takes a
sample he divides it into three parts and
handg one to the man in charge of the milk,
who c¢an then get it analysed and check
the statement that is made. These words
will enable the thing to he done sub rosa.
We do nol find cases of fruit lying ahnut
with no one in charge of them for an in-
definite period, or a man going away from
his shop for hours without leaving some-
one in charge. All that T ask is that in-
gpectors should have to require the owner
or person in charge to open the case, If
the Minister will agree to the deletion of
the words, 1 propose to insert, “or if such
owner or person in charge refuses, may him-
self open any package”

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If these words are deleted, the effect upon
the elause will he twofold. It would mean
that all an inspector could do would be
firet of all to find the owner or person in
charge and then require him to open the
package. That is not sufficient power. If
he could not find the owner or person in
charge, there would be no one to take the
responsibility. That would be the end of
the matter., The inspector himself must
have the power to open the package. It
is not his business to look round the eoun-
try for the owner, and we have not an
army of inspectors. We cannot deprive the
officer of the power to open the package.

901

Mr. Davy: We will give you that if the
owner or person in charge refuses to do
it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
He still has to find the owner or person
in charge. The clause would bhe farei-
cal without this power being given to the
inspector. I cannof accept the amendment
as it stands.

Mr. TEESDALE : The member for Cool-
gardie has a fanatical obsession about in-
spectors. Anyone would think they were
the biggest scoundrels in the country. We
need inspeetors, and we have some very
zood ones. But for them the place would
be infested with disease and the shop coun-
ters would be covered with filthy food. Is
it to be imagined that an inspector would
steal into o shop like a burglar? Someone
is sure to be there representing the owner.
It would be interesting to kuow whether
any owner i5 present when fruit is being
inspected on a wharf at Fremantle. He
may be as far away as Bridgetown.

Mr. J. H. Smith: I rise to a point of
order. The hon. member has referred to
Bridgetown. [s he aware—

The CHATRMAN: That is no point of
order.

Mr. .JJ. H. Smith: Inspectors are always
on the wharf at Fremantle.

The CHAIRMAN: Will the member for
Roebourne proceed?

Mr. TEESDALE: There is no mention
of Bridgetown in the Bill, and I hope no
time will ever be wasted in putting that
name into any Bill. No doubt representa-
tives of the fruit department are present
when these cases are opened at Fremantle,
Thousands of cases are opened at Freman-
tle without the owner being present.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That is untrue,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. TEESDALE: Then I will say a few
cases are opened. Is there any point of
order about that? The inspectors will not
abuse their privileges. I do not see why
we should anticipate that they will do any-
thing irregular. Some of the biggest scoun-
drels on earth are in the fruit trade. They
top up cases and top up their windows. I
have seen beautiful fruit in a shop window,
but when I have turned my back for a
couple of minutes inside the shop I have
been given some apples covered with specks,
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or pears that are black inside. We want in-
spectors to look for mullock like that,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The hon. member has
Just said that thousands of cases are top-
ped.

Mr. Teesdale: I said they were opened.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: There is no such
thing as a topped casc. The Minister for
Agrieulture could have fold the hon. mem-
ber that inspectors are present on the
wharves all the time. The hon. member also
talks about windows and rotten pears. He
must be obsessed with the North-West to
talk in that strain.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon,
must address himself to the clause.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: There is no compari-
son between fruit that goes to the markets
and that which is exhibited for sale in a
shop window. If a person asks for Is.
worth of fruit it is not generslly taken
from the window, but fromn some other place
inside the shop. The hon, member is talk-
ing through his neck. He must have black
specks before his eyes to talk about window
dressing as be has done. In nine cases out
of ten the fruit is not bought from the
window.

member

Sitting suspended from 6.15 lo 7.30 pm.
[Mr. Panton took the Chair.]

Mr., LATHAM: I would not have spoken
again had it not been that the member for
Swan and others say thal wr. ave not anxious
t» protect the honest dealer in frnit. That
is not the positivn We wish to proteet
them, but we are not anxious to penalise all
those who desire to be honest. T claim that
ninety per cent. of the people who deal in
agricultural produefs are honest.

The Premier: That is the cause of all re-
strietive legislation—to deal with the 10 per
cent. !

Mr. LATHAM: But the member for Swan
and others desire to frame the legislation in
such & way that they will penalise the 90
per cent.

Mr. Sampson: No.

Mr. LATHAM: That was the attitude
adopted by the hon. member, who referred
tv the question of exports. Of course we
should protect our export trade.

The CHATRMAN: . Order! The hon.
member is distinetly out of order in pro-
ceeding to reply to such statements,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, LATHAM: Before we give any au-
thority to inspectors to open ecases, the
owner or person in charge should be notified.

Mr. Sampson: They could be informed hy
way of registered letter.

Mr. LATHAM: That interjection is so
stupid tbat it is hardly worth while replying
to it, The probability is that in close prox-
imity to the cases, there will be someone in
charge. (Goods of this descriptton are not
allowed to lie ahout unprotected. The inter-
jeetion by the member tor Swan was almost
as stupid as the case he pat up against the
amendment,

The CHAIRMAN: Oxder! The hon.
member is out of order in making such state-

‘ments.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: The Minister should
realise the common sense that dietates the
need for striking out the words suggested.
T intend to divide the Committee on the
amendment to fnd out who the friends of
the growers really are. The Minister spoke
about topping. Had a Bill of this deserip-
tion been introduced 10 or 12 years ago,
there would have becn some reason for it,
but to-day there is no sueh thing as topping.
The Minister must know from his own ex-
perts and because of the operations of his
Marketing Act, that no fruit, potaioes, or
bales of wool are topped. When inspected
the eases or bags are opened on the side.
In those cireumstances, I see no reason for
penalising any section of the growers. As
I said on the second reading, the Minister
will merely ereate another expensive de-
partment.

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! That has
nothing to do with the amendment.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The buyers who at-
tend the markets are the best judges.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. oo 12
Noes .. .. .. 15
Majority against .. 3
Avus.
Mr. Angelo ' Mr, Lindeay
Mr. ODarnaru Mr. Maley
Mr. Dary Mr. HRichardaso
Mr, Doney v Mr, J.H Smith
Mr. Lambert . Mr, Tecsdale
Mr. Latham . Mr. North
{Taller,)
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Nuus.
Mr. Chesson Mr, Millington
Mr. Ciydesdale Mr, Muusie
Mr, Collier i Mr, Rowe
Mr. Cowan Mr, Sampson
Mr. Cunvingham Mr, Sleetnan
Miss Hoimsn Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr., Kennedy Mr. Wilson
Mr, Lamond (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. LATHAM: I move an amendment—

That after '‘package,’’ at the end of Sub-
clanse 1, the words ‘‘after having notified
such owner gr person’’ be inserted.

Amendinent put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Agyes - 13
Noes 15
Majority against .. 2
AYES,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Latham
Mr, Barpard Mr. Lindeay
¥r. Cowan . Mr, Maley
Mr. Davy I Mr, Ricliardson
Mr, Doney | Mr.J, H Bmhh
Mr. Grifiths l Mr, North
Mr. Lamberd {Toller.)
Nozs.

Mr. Chesson | Mr. Munsle
Mr. Clvdezdale Mr. Rowe
Mr. Collier Mr, Bampaon
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Sleeman
Miss Holmen Yy, Teesdale
Mr. Kennedy Mr. A, Wansbrough
Mr. Lamond Mr. Wllson
Mr, Millington ' (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. LATHAM: I move an amendment—

That in line 4 of Subelause 2, the words
*and detain’’ be struck out.

The Vietorian Aet, evidently the parent of
the Bill, provides that any inspector may
detain a package for the time necessary to
complete his inspection and examination if
he has reasonable grounds to believe there
has been a contravention of the Aect. But
here it is proposed that the inspecfor may
_take possession of and detain such package
until any proceedings that may be taken by
him in respect thereof are disposed of.
Surely that is an unnecessarily long time
for him to defain a- package! The whole
thing is very badly drafied, and no
consideration at all is given to the owners.
All that is done is done to catch a dishonest
man at any-eost.
‘agree to the amendment.

I hope the Minister will .
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
IL an inspector bas reason to believe there
has been a contravention of the Act, and
proposes to take action against the owner,
he must detain the package to prove his
case before the court. In view of this, the
amendment is ridiculous.

Mr. LATHAM: The section of the Vie-
torian Ac¢t dealing with this provides for the
detention of any package while the inspector
completes his examination. It further pro-
vides that in snch case the inspector shall
give the ownsr notice of the detention, Thers
we have reasonable protection for the owner
of the goods, but under the Bill there is no
protection at all for him.

Mr. Sampson: Why this wild anxiety to
protect those who will not do the right
thing ?

Mr. LATHAM: That interjection is gquite
unwarranted, for I have no more desire to
protect any dishonest person than the hon.
member has to help an honest person. To-
day the position of a fruit or vegetable
grower is anything but a lucrative one, If
the Minister will agree to see that the section
of the Vietorian Act I have referred to is
inserted for the protection of owners of
produce I will support him.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I cannot undersiand
why some members offer so muech opposi-
tion to the inspectors. Personally I do
not think this goes far enough in support
of the inspeetors. T move an amendment—

That after *“same,’’ in line 12, there be n-
serted the words ‘‘and may inspect any pack-
age of any customer leaving the shop, and if
same is not of the same quality as that dis-
played for sale at the same priee, the seller
fa;ll”bc liable to the penalty preseribed in this
ct. ' ¢

When a customer, attracted by the fruit
in the window, enters a shop to make a
purehase, generally he is supplied, not from
the window, but from another part of the
shop, and very often the fruit supplied to
him is by no means equal to the sample
in the window. Some members have said
that a man or woman taken down in that
way deserves it. I do not agree with that.
As for children, they are robbed hand over
fist in many of these fruit shops, being
served with wholly inferior fruit.

Mr. LAMBERT: I have a deplorable
sympathy with the hon. member. I can see
his idea of adding to this multiciplicity of
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inspectors whom, outwardly, the member
for Roebourne despises so much.

Mr, Teesdale: I want that remark with-
drawn. I do not despise inspectors.

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member will
withdraw.

Mr. LAMBERT:
hon. member——

The CHATRMAN: There can be nothing
conditional about the withdrawal.

Mr. LAMBERT: I will withdraw. Just
imagine the spectacle of inspectors stand-
ing at every fruit stall and fruit shop in
the mefropolitan area inspecting a ponnd
of apples.

The Premier: Ii would get over the
unemployment trouble.

Mr. LAMBERT: I rather think it would.
One member referred to my antipathy to
inspectors. That is quite incorrect, for I
think inspectors very necessary. But the
idea of inspectors being appointed to stand
at every fruit shop and inspect the goods
is a little beyond reason. I do not think
this amendment has been put up seriously
by my over-serious friend, and so I hope
members will not take it serionsly. The Bill
is bad enough in itself, and it will not be
improved by the novice-like experiments of
the member for Fremantle.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I can assure my friend
T was never more serions in my life. If
the hon. member were to use his eyes a
little when moving about amongst people
purchasing fruit, he would be more sym-
pathetic to them. In all seriousness I say
the amendment is warranted in the inter-
ests of the consnmers.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The amendment is redundant. The Bill con-
tains all the power necessary to attain the
hon. member’s object. An inspector could
take action or alternatively the purchaser
eould do so.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Will the Minister state
which provision would meet the situation?
There is nothing to empower an inspecfor
to stop a customer, examine his purchase,
and see whether it coincides with the pro-
duet exposed for sale in the shop window.

Amendment put and a division ecalled
for.

Mr. Lambert: I desire to draw atten-
tion to the fact that the members for Avon
and Toodyay are within the precinets of
the Chamber and should vote.

If it oﬁe;:tsive to the

[ASSEMBLY.]

The CHATIRMAN: T must point oul
that they are not visible to the Chair and
therefore cannot vote. .

Mr. Lambert: But if I draw your at-
tention to the fagt— —

The CHATIRMAN: I have not eyes to
see behind me.

Mr. Lambert: Nor apparently ears to
hear.

Division resulted as follows:—

Ayes .. .. .. 10
Noes - . . B F;$
Majority against 3
ATES
Mr. Apgelo Mr. lLomond
- Mr. Coverley Mr. Latham
Mr, Cowan Mr. Rowe
Mr, Doney ! Mr. Sleeman
Miss Holmen Mr. Teradale
] (Tellcr.)
Nogs.
Mr. Barnard Mr, Millington
Mr, Chesbon Mr. Munsie
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Sampeon
Mr. Colller Mr. J. H, Smith
Mr. Cunningham Mr. A, Wansbrough
Mr. Kennedy Mr, Wilson
Mr. Lambert Mr. North
Mr. Maley (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. LATHAM.: I move an amendment—
That Subclause #3 be struck out.

The Minister should be reasonable and
agree that if an article is taken, it should
be at the expense of the Crown and not
of the owner. It may be necessary to take
quite a lot of produee that is valeable, al-
though it may not be of first grade.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am prepared to meet
the member for York half-way by provid-
ing that if the produce is found to be bad,
the owner should stand the expense, but
if it is proved to be good, the Crown should
stand the expense. There are too many in-
stances in which the Crown can do no
wrong, though the error lies with them.

Mr. LAMBERT: The subelanse is
clumsy. It would he a hardship if an in-
spector should take a package of perish-
ables and detain it until he could get a con-
viction, while the owner had no redress.
At the same time it is diffienlt to auggest
an amendment,

Mr. SAMPSON: I am amazed st the
persistency of the opposition to a lot of
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points material to the success of the meas-
ure and in strict accord with the Aet from
which the Bill has been dvafted. The Vie-
torian Act contains a similar provision.
There would be no detention of produce
unless it were found to have been packed
or graded other than in aceordance with the
deseription on the case. But for the sub-
clanse, the requisite control would be im-
possible. If the product were not in ae-
cordance with the description, the depart-
ment should not have to bear the loss.

Mr. Lambert: It would be far better to
have Mussolini in this country tham_ to
adopt rubbishy legislation like this.

Mr. SAMPSON: That is a wild and
sweeping statement, for which there is no
justification. The subclause is essential
and I hope the Minister will stick to the
Bill.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The product might be

held for a considerable time and the owner

might be proved to be innocent. I shall
never be one to vietimise an innocent man.
There is too much of it already. The Crown
ean err at times, and when they do they
should pay for their mistakes.

Mr. Sampson: This provision has been
in operation in Vietoria since 1917.

Mr. SLEEMAN: That is no recommen-
dation. If the owuer of the producc is in
the right, he should not be penalised.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
1 cannot accept the amendment. If the
product were not retained at the expense
of the owner, he would have a claim against
the department, Subeclause 3 has to be
read in comjunetion with the two preceding
subelauses which provide that the inspector
must have reasonsble grounds for believ-
ing that the owner of the produce has not
complied with the Aet. If a claim could
be made against the department, I think
the Treasurer would objeet to the Bill
straight away.

The Premier: My word, I would.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Is it suggested that the department should
pay cold storage and all other expenses
for perishables? ’

Mr. Latham: If the department are in
the wrong, yes. -

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The department bave to”enforce the law
and eannot be expeeted to accept respon-
sibility or incur expense as suggested.

The Premier: It is the same in all other
Acts where the Crown are represented.
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Mr. Sleeman: That is no proof that the
other Acts are right.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The department have no axe to grind in
endeavouring to enforce the law.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: [ fail to understand
either the Minister’s opposition to the
amendment, or the obstinacy of the member
for S8wan, whose views are apparently
views of keen animosity towards the pri-
mary producers. Buot for the attitude
adopted by the front Opposition beuch to-
night, several of these provisions would
have been deieted. By passing Subclause 3
we shall inflict a grave disability on this
country’s wealth-producers, The Minister
slides over the subject by saying that the
onus should be on the producer. On the
railways there have heen instances of ieten-
tion costing many pounds.

The CHATRMAN: On looking into the
subclause, I find that its exeision will wmean
that the expense involved will fall ou the
Crown, which means the people. Tt is a
general principle of Parlinmentary practice
that no private member can inerease the
burden on the people. Therefore T must
disallow the amendment.

Mr, LAMBERT: I dv not know, Sir,
that your ruling isx in accordanee with the
Standing Orders.

The CHAIRMAN: It is my ruling.

Digsent from Chairman’s Ruliny.
Mr. Lambert: Then T move—

That the Committec dissents from the Chair-
man’s ruling,

Do I understand you, Sir, to say that you
will not allow the amendment moved on
Subelause 3 of Clanse 4%

The Chairman: I said that I could wot
allow the amendment to strike out Sub-
clanse 3 of Clause 4, as the striking ount
will mean that a burden will be imposed on
the Crown, which is to say the people; and
no private member may move in that diree-
tion.

The Premier: That amendment ecould
only be moved by a Minister.

Mr, Lambert: Wil you guote the rele-
vant Standing Order, Sir? '

The Chairman: It is not a Standing
Order. It is part of the practice of the
British House of Commons.

The Speaker resumed the Chair,
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The Chairman stated the dissent,

Mr. Lambert: The Deputy Chairman of
Committees ruled the amendment of the
member for York out of order on the
ground that it would affect the State’s reve-
nue.

Mr., Latham: ‘That it would impose a
burden upon the people.

Mr. Lambert: A private member, of
eourse, is nof allowed to move to that ef-
fect. I did not gather from the Deputy
Chairman of Committees exactly what au-
thority he has for his ruling. He states
that it is in aeccordance with Parliamentary
practice. Y desire your ruling upon the
point, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Tt is a well-known and well-
established rule that no private member may
place a burden upon the Crown, which
means a burden upon the people. If this
subclause be omitted, the expense implicated
in the subclause to be borne by the owner
will £all upon the Crown, and therefore be
# burden upon the people. That being so,
no private member may move, nor can the
Committee entertain, such an amendment. I
must therefore uphold the Chairman's rul-
ing.

Committee resumed.

Mr. SLEEMAN: As the previous amend-
ment was disallowed, we may get fifty-fifty
by moving that the penalty of £20 be
halved,

The CHAIRMAN: This subelanse con-
tains no penalty whalever. .

Mr. LATHAM : 1 sincerely hope the whole
clanse will be struck out. The Minister
having said this provision has received the
blessing of the fruitgrowers, I shall quofe
a letter on the subject received from the
secretary of the Mt. Barker Fruitgrowers
Association—

It seems that seme provision ghould be made
to proteet the owner, as the inspector might
detain eertain goods unnecessarily for an in.
definite time, to the detriment of such goods;

and then the owner might be charped with it
when it was not his fault.

The. fruiterowers have seen reason to eom-
plain ahout Clanse 4.

-Mr. ANGELO: The clauyse is far-reach-
ing, and might infliet grave hardship. Sup-
.pose a grower ships 2,000 cases of fruit,
and an inspector has “reasonable grounds”
to suspect that the fruit is not up to the
mark. What would be reasonable grounds4
Somebody might tell the inspector the froit
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was not up to standard, or the inspeetor
might see one case not up to standard. Then

- he eould remove the whole of the 2,000 cuses

snd retain the shipment at the owner’s risk.
Eventunlly it might be found that the fruit
was perfectly good; but under tbis clause
the shipper would still have to bear the ex-
pense. That is manifgstly wrifair. The
Minister should report progress nnd endeav-
our to submit something fairer.

The Minister for Agriculture: A Com-
monwealth inspector has all these powers,
and yet nothing of that sort happens.

-Mr. ANGELQ: There might be a ship-
ment to Singapore, involving heavy freights.

The Minister for Agrieulture: We would
not control that., The Commonwealth al-
ready controls it,

Mr. ANGELO: Then there might be a
shipment to the North-West. Not only

. would the owner lose the whole of his fruit

—since there would be no other vessel leav-
ing for some time—but he would bhave to
pay dead freight for his failure to supply
the earge. The provision should be modi-
fied.

Clause put, and a division taken with the
following result :—

Ayes 14
Noes 1
Majority for 3
AYES.
Mr, Chesson Mr. Millingloo
Mr, Clydesdale Mr. Munsie
Mr. Collier ) Mr. Rowe
Mr. Coverlsy Mr. Bampson
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Blecman
Miiss Holmat Mr. A. ‘Wansbrough
Mr, Kennedy . Mr. Wilson
‘. {Teller.)
Nozxs.
Mr, Angelo ' Mr. Latham
Mr. Barnard Mr. Lindnray
Mr. Cowan | Mr. J. H. Smith
Myr. Doney R Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Grifithe Mr. North
Mr, Lambert (Telier.)

Clause thus passed.
Clauses 5, 6—agreed to.
- Clause 7-—Evidence:
Mr. LAMBERT: This is another beautiful

elause! Paragraph (a) sets out that in any

proceedings in respect of offences under this
legislation, no proof shall be required of the
anthority of the inspector to take the pro-
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ceedings, nor of his appeintment as an in-
spector. Someone could wander in and take
proceedings, and yet no proof would be re-
guired of his authority! I do net know
whether this is another sample of the parent
Aet that has been so conspicuous to-night, It
is only fair to the Committee that the Min-
ister should explain the reason for such a
departure.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
All that the paragraph means is that the in-
spector who launches the proceedings will
not have fo produce documentary evidence
to prove his appointment. The officer who
tukes proceedings will be a duly authorised
inspestor. If the Chief Inspector (Mr.
Wickens) were in the witness box, he would
state that he was the Chief Inspector, and
that would be accepted without the necessity
for the production of documentary evidence
regarding his appointment.

Mr., J. H. SMITH: The Minister has
glossed the paragraph over too lighily.
When the peak period arrives and agrienl-
tural preduece is pouring into the markets,
the Director of Agriculture or the Chief In-
spector might tell “Tom Smith” to go down
to the markets and examine the fruit.

The Premier: No Smith would ever be sent
down!

The Minister for Agriculture: At any rate,
the hon. member knows that that sort of
thing is not done.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: But under the Bill it
tould be done becaunse no proof is necessary.

The Minister for Health: But the man
must be an inspeetor.

Mr. dJ. H. SMITH: A man might be ap-
pointed for a day in order to inspect fruit.
Al least he should have some badge to show
that he was an inspector.

Mr. LAMBERT: Paragraph {b) also re-
quires attention. It sets out that “the per-
son whose name is marked on the outside or
inside of any package containing products,
or on any label thereon, as the seller or the
packer thereof, shall be deemed to be the
seller or packer thereof until the contrary is
proved.” I would like to hear the Minister’s
explanation of the paragraph.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I¢ an auctioneer stands up and proeceds to
sell a case of agricultural produets on whieh
the name of the grower is plainly branded,
that case will be sold on behalf of that per-
son. If the alleged owner dispuies it, he
will have to prove that the products are not
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his, 1{ someone had taken his case and filled
it with other produce, the owner would have
tu prove it. Under the existing law, it is
compulsory to brand ecases. :

Mr. J. H. SMITH: [ move an amend-
ment—

That paragraph (b) be struck out.

The Minister has had the position placed
before bim elsewhere. On one occasion a
grower had reason to go to the markets and
saw fruit passing over the rollers in cases
branded with his name. He had seni nho
fruit to the market, and he claimed it. That
fruit was witbdrawn. In another instance
fruit had been sold iu a case and that case
had been subsequently repacked with other
fruit. The paragraph is a dongerous one
An unserupuldus person could go to the
market and purchase fruit packed in eases
branded with the name of a well-known pro-
ducer. He could then buy an inferior line
ol fruit, repack the cases and take advantage
of the name of the producer hranded on
them. The Minister knows of cases having
been repacked with inferior fruit that has
been distribnted throughout the whest
arcas. How would it be possible for the
original owner of the cases to prove that the
fruit was not his?

Mr. Lambert: Tt wonld he impossible to
prove . ’

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T could mention the
names of growers to prove what has hap-
pened in the past. I feel so strongly that T
shall divide the Commitiee on this para-
graph.

Mr, LATIIAM: Not so long ago there was
& change-over on this side of the House and
ir: those days I remember some legislation
being intreduced in which the innocent per-
son was held to be gmlty until proved to the
contrary. Great exception was taken by
the then Opposition to such a provision.
Now, when they are sitting on the Govern-
ment side of the House, they ask u: to ae-
cept what they eriticised before. It wonld
be extremely difficolt to prove that one was
nat the owner of certain fruit if someone
else had used one’s branded cases.

Mr. Lambert: And this paragraph seems
to permit the use of second-hand cases,
which is legally forbidden.

Mr. J. H. Smith: This will legalise that
practiee.

Mr. LATHAM: The clause is as ill-con-
ceived as the rest of the Bill. I do not know-
v hether much consideration has heen givem
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to the Bill at all. Icostead of making fruit
cheaper, the Bill will make it dearer.

The Minister for Agriculture: But this is
ihe ordinary way of identifying cases.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! This cross-
firing will have to cease.

Mr. LATHAM: T have not noticed reports
of any action taken against a person who
had made use of second-hand cases as sug-
gested, but I ean see that great difficulties
will arise.

Mr. LAMBERT : I hope the Minister will
agree to strike out the paragraph. He knows
there is little, if any, justification for it, and
that it will lend itself to great abuse. If
cases bearing an owner’s name are emptied
and used again and are taken by the inspec-
tor, the man whose name is on the cases is
the man who will be held guilty. T hope
the Minister will be seized of the unfairness
of this clause and will agree to its deletion.

Mr. SLEEMAN: This provision strikes
at the fundamental principle of British
justiee. We had the same thing the other
night in the University Bill, and last ses-
sion we had it in another Bill. I will vote
for the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
1n all such instances one essential is to
identify the case. There have been a million
enses of apples this year,rand I venture to
say not one has been wrongly branded.
There would be no diffieulty in identifying
the owner of any of those million cases. And
if inferior fruit should have been substituted
for the fruit originally packed, the onus i3
on the original owner to prove it. He would
pot have much difficulty in doing that. Then
he would have his redress under another
Act. :

Mr. Angelo: But this refers to vegetahles
ag well as to f£ruit,

The Premier: The same thing would ap-

ly. :

P yThe MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If you want to make the Bill futile, the
carrying of this amendment wonld he one
way of doing it. The inspector will take
action only when necessary, and when he
does take action he will use every precau-
tion to see that the right person is pro-
ceeded against. There will be but few in-
staness of proceedings under the Bilt, for
grading will be resorted to, as it 1s to-dfuy
i the hendling of export fruit.. The dif-
fien'tv seen by some members is only an
ifiaginary one. The existing eystem of iden-
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tifying the cases holds good, not only in the
markets of Western Australia, but also in
the markets of the world. It is accepted
as a general practice, The growers them-
selves agree that it is a fair meaus of iden-
tifying cases. One would think the inspee-
tors were looking for trouble.

Mr. Latham: There is no doubt ahon!
that.

Mr. Lambert: They are all locking for
trouble.

Mr., LATHAM: The Bill is not restricted
to fruit and vegetables, but ineludes all
agricultural, dairy and orchard products.
So these contniners may be bags for oats.

The Minister for Apgrieulture: No, you
cannot top oats; they are all graded.

Mr. LATHAM: I am surprised at the
Minister making such a remark, since he
has been a farmer. The packages referrved
to will include oat bags and wheat sacks.
We are going altogether too far with this
legislation.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The same old tale is
being told again to-night. There is always
some Minister ready to say that if this or
that is not included in the Bill, the Bill will
be futile. If the authorities cannot get
a conviction by fair means, then the ae-
cused should go free. It is not right to ask
a8 man to prove his innocence. It is only
the unserupuvlous persons that we have to
guard against in this measure.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister has
missed the vital point. He does not appear:
to realise that perhaps a man may buy 20
cases of fruit bearing the name of a highly
reputable grower. Those cases are taken
into the shop and emptied, and re-packed
with inferior fruit, after which they are
hawked round the eountry,

The Premier: That is the same old tale
you have told us three times to-night al-
ready.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: And if I tell it again,
I may be able to get through that conser-
vative erust of the Premier. I say that if
those cases are re-packed with inferior fruit
and sent around the suburbs of Perth, con-
sumers who buy them will shake their heads
and say, “I see so and so is packing inferior
fruit.” The story is repeated in the mar-
kets, and the next time that man’s fruit
comes nlong the dealers will have nothing
to do with it. Why is the Minister so ob-
stinate over this clause, since he has already
secured all that he desires? If this pro-
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vision be earried in this House, 1 teel con-
fident that influenee will be brought to hear
and it will be deleled in another place.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following resuit:—

Ayes o
Noes 16
Majority ugainst i
AYES.
Mr, Angein Mir. Lipdeay
Mr. Barnard . Mr. Sleemso
Mr, Griffiths | Mr. J. H. Smlth
Mr. Lambert | M. Noru
Mr. Latham {Teller.)
o NoEs.
Mr, Chesson Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Lamond
Mr. Collier Mr, Milllugion
Mr, Corboy Mr. Munsle
Mr. Coverley Mr. Sampson
Mr. Cowan Mr, Teosdale
Mr. Cunningbam Mr, A. Wansbrough
Misn Holman . Mr. Wilson
] (Teller,)

Amendnrent thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause B, Title—agreed to.

L1 renorted without amendment and the
report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1929-30.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the Treasurer's Financial Statement
and on the Annual Estimates; Mr. Panton
in the Chair,

MR. WILSON (Collie) [9.2]: At the out-
set I wish to thank members for their
kindness and forbearance during my ab-
sence through sickness on a visit to the Old
Country, It is certainly a great pleasure
for me to take my place in this Chamber
again. I must compliment the Treasurer
upon the exeellent speech he made in
delivering his Budget. It is gratifying
to know that he is anticipating a sur-
plus of £105,000 for the coming year,
and I sincerely hope that his expec-
tations will be realised. He also indi-
cated the probability of a record wheat
vield this season, of 42,000,000 bushels and
we are all with him in hoping that the fore-
cast will prove correct. In the course of
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my travels during the last four or five
weeks 1 have passed through a good deal
of the eountry, and it was noticeable that
the erops were looking well, although in
some instances rain was needed. The down-
pour a few days ago has been a godsend to
those parts of the State that benefited.
During my visit to the Old Country I took
the opportunity to call on our old friend
the Ageni-General, Mr. Angwin. I say ad-
visedly that I think Mr. Angwin is the
right man in the right place. He certainly
proved & very great help to me and I am
satisfied that he extends the utmost assist-
ance to all visitors from this State and to
intending migrants. When his term ex-
pires, I hope that the Government
whoever may be in office, will see fit
to re-appoint Mr. Angwin for a for-
ther period. I am sure that his ve-
appointment would be popular with
members on both sides of the House. Dur-
ing my stay in London Mr. Angwin directed
my attention to two matters that are
worthy of mention here. One of them has
some relation to the Agricultural Products
Bill which we have just been considering.
Mr. Apgwin sent out and bought a couple
of pounds of what purported io be Western
Australian apples. All I can say of them
is thal they were a standing disgrace to
any community. I[n my opinion the apples
were not the produce of Western Australia.
They were very small and full of pit. Inm
every respect they were a disgraceful
sample, Mr., Angwin also showed me a
newspaper cutting dealing with the price
of butter in London and in Australia.
Whereas Watson’s Australian butter was
selling here about the 6th of May at 2s. 2d.
per lb.,, Australian butter was selling at
Barber’s in London at 1s. 10d. a lb. In
other words, the people of the Old Coun-
try were able to buy Australian butter for
dd. & lb. less than our people had to pay
for it in the eountry of manufacture. That
should not be. Surely there is something
wrong. I hope that members of the Coun-
try. Party will take the matter in hand
and see if something eannot be done to end
such an iniquitous state of affairs.

Mr. Lindsay: The people in the Old
Country do not get as much weight as peo-
ple here get.

Mr. WILSON: Is it henest dealing to.
admit that they are not getting as much
weight ¥ .- '
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Mr. Lindsay: But they are getting the
butter at a cheaper price.

Mr. WILSON: Bautter is sold by the
pound in London as well as in Australia,
and I have yet to learn that there is any
difference between 1 lb. weight in the Old
Country and 1 lb. weight here. Touching
group setilement, I am pleased that at last
we are able to see daylight. We have had
a long row to hoe, and it is mainly due to
the energetic efforts of the present Minis-
ter for Lands that we can now see day-
light. Tt is true that the scheme will leave
us with a considerable balance on the wrong
side of the ledger, but if the group areas
can be made productive, we shall have
something to be thankful for. Recently
Mr. Justice Pike, who was appointed a
Royal Commissioner to report on the set-
tlement of soldiers, presented his report con-
taining certain recommendations. 1 shall not
deal with this matter at great length, but
there are a few points to which I wish to
direct attention. Many years ago this House
appointed a Commission and a report simi-
lar to that of Mr. Justice Pike's was pre-
sented to Parliament. That was during the
time of the Mitchell Government. Prac.
tically speaking, nothing came of the in-
quiry excepting that a few pounds were writ-
ten off soldier settlement. At that time we
had not only evidence but conclusive proof
that many soldiers had heen put on unsuit-
able land, and had been taken down dis-
gracefully by the people who sold the Jand.

Some of the land was such that it
wounld not maintain the men. Some
of the people who sold the Jand had

areas up to 2,000 or 3,000 ncres and
could not make a living from them, and yet
the area was cut up into ten lots and fen
soldiers were asked to make a living out
of the dole apportioned to them, Mr. Jus
tice Pike, in dealing with repatriation
losses, said—

The reasons given for the lesses werc—(1)
want of capital; (2) want of home mainten-
ance area; (3) unsuitabiity of settlers owing
largely to war services and lack of training.

After some of the men had served flve years
in France it was nothing short of eriminal
to put them on te clear such heavily tim-
bered land, and the fact that many of them
were put on to poor land and land that
was hard to clear made the disaster worse.
Mr. Justice Pike also said that another rea-
son for the losses was the drop in the valne
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of primary products, chieHy on irrigation
areas, That could not apply to Western
Australia because we have not too many ir-
rigation areas here. Mr., Justice Pike ex-
pressed the opinion that the load of debt
which soldier settlers had to meet to pay
for their land, stock and implements and
to improve their properties was so heavy
as to make it impossible for them to ecarry
on successfully. I can only hope that effect
will be given to the recommendations an
that something will he done 1o help the sol-
dier settlers. Some of them have been bat-
tling on the land sinece 1919, and for all
their ten years of labour, they are not much
farther forward. They have been trying to
make a living, but owing to the poor qual-
ity of the land and the small prices received
for their products they have been unsuccess-
ful. We brave heard a good deal of eriticism
of the Main Roads Board. I hold nn brief
for the Main Roads Board, bat I think they
are doing excellent work. There is no gain-
saying the faet that the dangerous roads
with which we were familiar ten years ago
are not to be compared with the roads now
available to the travelling publie. It is
true that parts of certain roads are still
bad, but that will be remedied in the near
future. We must recognise that the Main
Roads Board are doing good work. It is
all very well for bush engineers to say what
the road engineers ought to do, but instead
of giving kicks to the Main Roads Board
and heaping contumely on them, we shounld
encourage them to even greater efforts. I
have been told that it is proposed to con-
struct a road from Bunhury to Narrogin
via Collie. I hope the work will he under-
taken because the district it will serve will
be largely settled in the years to come. Let
me suggest to the Minister for Works,
howevar, that he should not construet such
a road without building bridges to carry
the public across the river. At Collie many
years ago the construction of a bridge over
the railway station was commenced but the
centre of the bridge—the guts, as it was
termed—was not constructed for three or
four years, Consequently it was only pos-
sible to get on to one part of the bridge, at
any time. The Collie River is a big stream
in wintertime; in fact, four years ago T was
isolated in my own district. There was a
death at my house and it took a train all
its time to get across the bridge because the
bridge was getting covered with water and
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that was the only outlet left. That might
happen again during any winter. Before
the Government construct the road througn
to Narrogin, they should build the bridges
and ensure that the public will be able to
travel without having to wait another three
or four years. Collie i3 a very big distriet
and yvet the railway station is a standing
disgrace. It is a wooden building, and has
been up for a matter of 30 years. It is
full of all kinds of insects. One ean go
through the country and sce a niee brick
building in some tinpot town and yet that
is what we bave at Collie. The Railway
Department should see that a decent station
is erected there. They started {o improve
the statien last year by putting up a clock.
I hope they will soon put up the adjunct
to the clock in the shape of a new railway
station. I do not often agree with the mem-
ber for Neleon (Mr. J. H. Smith), but I
do say there is something in the questions
he asked ahavt the underpayment for sleep-
ers. I know the cutters are underpaid. That
is not the fanlt of the Railway Department,
but of unserupulous dealers who buy these
condemned sleepers for a song, and retail
them to the dcpartment. Tt is all very fine
for us to say it should not be done, but
it is dene. The hon. member is at fault
when he talks about Wandoo slecpers, The
price laid down for that type of sleeper is not
contained in the Arbitration award, owing
to a mistake either of the union or of the
court itself. A Wandoo sleeper is 33 per
cent, harder to eut than a jarrah sleeper,
and yet one price is set down in the award
for all sleepers. If the Government or the
dealers want to get more than a bargain
they make the men supply Wandoo sleepers.
There is no better worker than the average
Australian, but he cannot make a wage at
Wandoo sleeper-cutting at the present price,
The foreign sleepercutter works from day-
light to dark, It was not intended that the
Australian worker should work 16 hours a
day in order to.make a living; he should be
shle to make a living in eight hours. The
hon. member was a little behind the times
when he was speaking; the union has been
moving in the matter for months to see if
a better price could be obtained for Wan-
doo sleepers. The night before he nsked
his questions the matter was one of the
themes dealt with by a conference in the
city. Some years ago a power scheme wag
mooted for the South-West. The Govern-
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ment of the day endeavoured to bring
about the establishment of a semi-Gov-
ernment scheme, that is, between them-
selves and the municipalities of Collie
and Bunbury, Unfortunately a hitch oe-
curred between the municipalities and the
scheme was not proceeded with, I regret
that very much, because it would bhave been
o preat advantage to the South-West. A
private coinpany is now going to put up a
power station at Collie. It says a good deal
tor the energy of that company, that they
are prepared to spend £150,000 in this diree-
tion within the next six or eight months.
They are going to establish a scheme at
Collie to generate power to serve the whole
of the South-West. In place of the semi-
Government scheme that was first proposed,
we c¢an wish this new one success. 1 would
not say anything ahout Collie coal but for
the fact that when reading “Hansard® I
found that a member of another place had
been traducing the very fuel we need. Al-
though I am from the Old Country [ main--
tain that I am a better Australian than are
scme people who are born in the State. They
are always crying stinking fish about their
own produce instead of trying to encourage
it all they ean. On every ocecasion they
damn Collie coal with faint/praise and abuse
it, This Statc is the only one in the Com-
monwealth that is not in the throes of an
industrial trouble in respeet of coal, Oura
is not a first-class coal, but it is the
best this State of ours has, and as
is is the best we should rise to the
oceasion and see that it is wused. The
present Government have done their best,
and T am thankful to them, The Mitchell
Government also did their best. The posi-
tion, however, is left open to men like the
member in another place to iraduce the very
fuel of the country in which they are born.
Mz, Miles—T1 did not intend to mention his
name—saw fit to say that if the coalminers
did g fair day’s work they would be able to
produce coal at a fair price. The Govern-
ment were anxious to economise and show a
surplus instead of a deficit. There is some
logie in that statement. They could econom-
ise if they cut down our salaries, for in-
stance.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is
out of order in referring to that matter.

Mr. WILSON: Being a generons Scots-
man I wounld not mind if they did cut them
down. The hon. member, in effect, said that
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if the men did & fair day’s work the Gov-
ernment would get a better desl. There is
no ease in the world where men engaged in
the coalmining industry produce more ton-
nage per day than they do at Collie, although
they work only seven hours a day. The pro-
duction per man per day is 3 tons 18 cwt.
I England and Scotland the average per
man per day is 25 ewt. No country in the
world does as well in the matter of coal
production as we do. .

My, Angelo: Is that the co-operative mine?

Mr. WILSON: That spplies to all the
mines. There is no co-operative mine, There
are five collieries belonging to the Amalga-
mated Collieries and one belonging to the
Griffin company. I am quoting figures sup-
plied by the inspector of mines, They are
easy enough to work out. He says that last
vear the total output per man employed
below ground was 8S1 tons per year. If the
men below ground produce 881 tons in &
year, members will see that working for nine
days a fortnight or 44 days per week they
have produced 3 tons 16 cwt. per day of
seven hours. In no other part of the world
is this done. The same member in another
place =ays he does not believe in day wages,
and that if the Collie miners would work
on contract they would do much better.
Mr. Williams in another place told him
that the eoal miners did@ work on contract,
and Mr. Miles replied that we required
some alteration in the system. He said
he did not believe in day wages, and sug-
gested that the men should work on eon-
tract. He was told that they did work on
contract, and had been doing so for the
past 20 years. He then sayz he wants an
alteration made in the system. What does
he mean and what does he want9

Mr. Angelo: He is not a collier.

Mr. WILSON: What alteration does he
want? He should explain what he means.
Tt is pleasing to learn that after all these
vears the “West Australian,” to whom I give
credif, has not tried to throw the responsi-
bility of fires on ships or in our crops upon
our Collie eoal years ago. Anything that
nccurred in the way of a fire in the coun-
try or at sea was aseribed to the sparks
emanating fom Collie coal or to the fact
that ships had bunkered with it when ecal-
ling here. A week ago the report of a case
appeared in the Press under the heading of
*‘Sparks from Locomotives.’”” There had
been a fire on a farm and Mr. Reginald

[ASSEMBLY.]

Cooper, a solicitor of Perth, had sued the
Midland Railway Co. and obtained a ver-
dict for £437 11s. 6d., being damages for
loss of ecrop. The case was heard before
Mr. Justice Northmore and a jury of six.
I would peoint out that this fire did not
oceur through Collie coal but as the re-
sult of the use of Neweastle coal. I want
conniry members to ohserve that.

Mr. Latheam: Country members have
never objected to Collie coal being used.

Mr. WILSON: Nasty questions are some-
times asked in this House and in another
place. i

Mr, Lindsay: We should not be burned
out with any coal.

Mr. WILSON: I quite agree, but the
hon, member must not forget that all coal
sparks, and that all fires do not emanate
from Collie coal. In the years gone by,
whenever a ship took fire it was ascribed
to Collie eoal. During the last 12 months
we have had & surfeit of fires on ships. I
am going to quote a few excerpts from the
newspapers dealing with this matter. In
September, 1928, the ‘West Aunstralian’’
published the following—

British shipping journals emphasise the dan-
ger of fires occurring through spontaneous
combustion on vessels earrying coal over long
distances and through the tropies. Last month
a fire oceurred on the British steamer ‘‘King
Cadwallen,’’ which was fully loaded with Brit-
ish coal for the Adelaide Electric Supply

Company, and the ship and her eargo were de
stroyed off the African coast.

Now we have the sister ship also on fire
in Albany.

Mr. Lindsay: ' Perhaps it was the shape
of the hoat.

My, WILSON: This was also the result
of English coal. The following paragraph
appeared in Monday’s paper—

Albany, September 22.—The flooding of the
No. 1 held of the Irish steamer *‘RKnock-
fiernn,”’ which put into Frenchman’s Bay on
Friday last, with & fire in its conl cargo, was
effective in quelling the outbreak. The ahip’s
pumps are now engaged in emptying the water
from the hold, and to-morrow the vessel will be
brought inte Albany harbour in erder that por-
tion of the cargo may be discharged. No. 4
hold was reported this afternoon to he show-
ing signs of heat, and it is probable that
shore labour will be employed to assist in re-
moving a quantity of coal im it, to allow of
imvestigation,

The *‘Knoekfierna’’ left Huoll on July 19
with a cargo of 8,000 tons of coal for Mel-
bourne under charter to Andrew Weir & Co.,
of London. When she was 400 miles sontH
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Ly south-west of Albany on Wednesday morn-
ing last a fire wae noticed in part of the cargo,
and she put into King Geerge’s Sound. After
consultation with the Harbour Master (Cap-
tain Robertson), Captain Rowden decided on
Friday last to enter Frenchman’s Bay and
flood the hold with the ship’s pumps.

Thus we have two fires in a short time.
Then there was anolher fire as the result
of which the erew abandoned the ship at
sen. The **West Australian’’ says on the
24th September last—

The crew of the burning steamer ¢Silton-
hall,”” it is believed, were rescucd just before
12 o’clock last night by the steamer ‘¢ Anthea’’
nbout 2,500 miles from Fremantle in the In-
dian Ocean. The Deputy-Director of Naviga-
tion (Captain J. J. Airey), who has been in
receipt of wireless messages from the 'fAn.
thea’’ could not say, early this morning,
whether the crew had been rescued, but he said
that the ‘‘Anthea’’ had notified by wireless
late last night that the ‘‘Siltonhall’’ had been
abandoned at latitude 89.05 east, longitude
40.58 south, He explained that information
had been brief, and that he did not have the
text of any of the messages received.

Foreed by the intense heat of a fire in the
cargo of coal the erew of the ‘‘Siltonhall’’
left the ghip in lifeboats on Sunday. They in-
tended to stand by the burning ship until
relief came. They had been in wireless com-
munication with the steamer ‘‘ Anthea,’’ which
was in the vicinity. The *‘ Anthea,’’ picking
up the 8.08. message, headed immedintely in
the direction of the floating inferno and, ac-
cording to rcports, was expected to reach the
abandoned ship some time yesterday.

All the erew of “Siltenhall”’ are standing
by the chip in lifchouats, Thoe ship is on fire
We are going to their assistance and will pick
them up te-morrow afternoon.

The ‘‘Siltonhall’’ was bound for Adelaide
with a cargo of coal from Immingham, Eng-
land. She left Immingham, near Hull, on July
27, and Dbaving put into Durban early this
month, left that port on September 5, and was
due to reameh Adelaide early in October,

Another case is reported in last Tues&ay’s
paper as follows:—

Adelaide, September 23.—The cargo steamer
‘“Tremeadow’’ berthed at Port Adelaide with
6,500 tons of English coal for the South Aus-
tralian Gas Company yesterday. While at sea,
on September 15, the captain noticed smoke
igsuing from No. 2 hateh, and five days later
from No. 3 hatch. The hatches were battened
down, and every step was taken to combat the
trouble.

To-night’s paper contains the following—

Fire in Coal Ship.
Adelaide, Wednesday—The heated coal in
numbers two and three hatches of the steamer
" Tremeadow’! it Port Adelaide showed a de-
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cided rise in temperature last night, The fire
float, ‘' Fire Queen,’’ was brought into service.
this morning, and a faint glow was detected in
the hold, indicating the great heat in the centre
of the cargo,

Angd then, to show the tragedy of it again,
the ‘‘Tricolor’’ caught fire. I came back
in that Norwegian ship, and at Capetown
the coal began to heat. I now quote a
newspaper extract, headed ‘*Iire on Coal
Ship—Spontaneous  Combustion—Sydney,
August, 16th,’’ and reading—

Spontaneous combustion is blamed for a
fire which occurred carly this week in the cargo
on the Norwegian motor ship ‘‘Trieolor,’’ an-
chored in Sydney Harbour. The fire smoul-
dered for three days before it was extin-
guished with the ship’s appliances. It was
stated to-night that, although the fire was
deep-seated, it never assumed dangerous pro-
portions. No damage was done to the ship,
but, as a precaution, it was decided to get the
coal put of the vessel as soon as possible. The
cargo, which had been loaded in Secandinavian
ports for Brisbane, wns unloaded, and it will
be sent on by another vessel. The coal on
the ¢“TPricolor’’ was loaded in Scotland for
the Adelaide Eleetric Supply Company, and
the ship will leave for Adelaide to-merrow to
diseharge it.

I have given proof of bunker fires on various
steamers within the past 12 months, Let me
point out that not one fire has oceurred on
any ship bunkered with Collie eoal during
that period. To-night’s “Daily Newa” again
shows the danger. It says—

Fires on Steamers,
Effeet on Insurance.

Underwriters Alarmed,
(Publighed in the ‘' Timesa.’’)

London, September 24.—Thaugh seven fires
in ecoal cargoes on the way to Australia de
not represent the complete record of mishaps,
says the shipping correspondent, they suffice
to induce underwriters to ponder on the sab-
ject deeply.

The insarance market discussed the queation
to-day. It is conceded that these coal exports
provide British miners with mueh work and
also valuably assist British shipping by pro-
viding full outward cargoes instead of rely-
ing mainly on the homeward freights,

Thuy commercial circles generally welcomed
the new trade, but fires have caused much un-
casiness in the London insurance market which
ingured both eargoes and ships. Underwriters
of the former are not entitled to much sym-
pathy because they took the risks with their
eyes open. Some underwriters refused the
risk altogether, and others made allowance for
varions descriptions of coal, the season of the
year, and the condition of loading, but the un-
derwriters who insured the ships for a term,
for example, 12 months, were unable to foresee
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that the vessels would be employed on long
voyages carrying coal.

The Underwritera’ Association will take up
the matter, and one stipulation will be the
utmost earc in loading coal for Awustralia.

Now just a word about subsidised coal.
When in Cape Town I took the opportunity
to get some information on the subject,
and I was lucky in securing official eircu-
lars showing that the South Afriecan Gov-
ernment subsidise coal produced by hlack
labour in order that it may obtain a foot-
ing in Australia. Some people may say,
“That can hardly be”; but here is an offi-
cial document issued by the South African
Government—

South Africa.

Bunker Rebate Revised Circular.

Tt is hereby notified that the South African
Railways and Harbours grant a rebate of
8s. 8.16d. per ton of 2,240 lbs, on bunker coal
shipped at Durban and Delagoa Bay, and 2.
10.72d. per ton of 2,240 lbs. on bunker coal
shipped at Capetown, Algoa Bay, and FEast
London on vessels proceeding bevond the Con-
tinent of Africa, Madagascar, Mauritins and
Reunion,

With effect from 26th April, 1926, the rebate
is payable on the difference between the quan-
tity of South African coal shipped as bunkers
at South African ports or Delagoa Bay, and
the quantity of coal, irrespective of whether
South African or not, actually comsumed on
the voyage from the date of bhunkering to date
of ariival at the last port of discharge over-
seag, or (if in ballast) to first port of load-
ing overseas, provided the difference is not
less than 100 tons of 2,000 Ths.

In order to obtain a rebate, a certificate
must be obtained from Lloyd’s surveyor, com-
piled from Log Book entries, at destination
port overseas, containing the following par-
tieulars;—

1. Namc of steamship.

2, Voyage of steamship, showing ports of
call from {he first bankering port to
destination in the order of enlling.

3. Total quantity of South African coal
bunkered at South African ports,
per ton of 2,240 lbs., and dates on
which bunkering was commeneced,

4. Last port of discharge overseas, or (if
in ballast) first port of loading over-
seas, and date of arirval,

5. Quantity of eozl, whether South African
or not, consumed from the time hun-
kering is commenced at the first SRouth
Afriecan port at which South African
coal is bunkered, including Delagoa
Bay, and on the voyage from such
port up to time of arrival at the last
port of discharge overseas, or (if im
ballagt) to firat port of loading over-
seas. Separate details must be given
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of the quantity of coal consumed frow
port to port, and the coal comsnmed
in ports on route.

Note.—Small quantities of emergency coal
to enable vessels to reach the main bunkering
port must not be included.

The following illustrations show examples
qualifying for rebates, and will enable you
to judge whether it is necessary to go te the
expense of obtaining 2 survey report.

In Example (2) the Port of Beira has been
included within thie scope of the rebate when
this port is the final port of discharge for
cargo to South and Bast Africa. This con-
cession does mot extend to any other African
port (exeept Union ports and Delagoa Bay),
or to Mauritius, Madagasear and Reunion.

(1) Arrives Durban with 200 tons; bun-
kers at Durban 1,400 tons; leaves with
1,600 tons; consumes on voyage 1,000 tons;
arrives at destination with 600 tons,

The vessel shipped 1400 tons, comsumed
1,000 tons, and i3 entitled to a rebate on the
difference, 400 tons.

{2) Vessel arrived with 100 tons; bun-
kers at Durban 400 tons; leaves for Beira
with 500 toms; returms from Beira with
200 loms; replenishes at Durban 1,000
1< .3; leaves with 1,200 tons; eonswmes on
voyage 900 tons; arrives at destination
with 300 fona.

The vesscl shipped 400 and 1,000 (1,400}
tons, and econsumed 300 and 900 (1,200) toms,
and is entitled to rebate on 200 tons.

In Examples (1} and (2), rate of rebate is
8s. 8.164. per long ton.

(3} Vessel arrives with 100 tons; bun-
kers at Durban 1,500 tons; leaves with
1,600 tons; consumes to Capetown 1,200
tons; arrives at Capetown with 1,480 tons;
replenishes at Copetown 140 toms; leaves
with 1,620 tons; consumes on voyage 1,100
tons; arrives at destination with 520 tona.

The vessel shipped 1,500 and 140 (1,640)
tons, and consumed 120 and 1,100 (1,220) tons,
and is entitled to rebate on 420 tons, as fol-
lows:—On the difference between the quantity
replenished at Capetown, and the quantity con-
sumed, Durban to Oapetown, viz., 20 tons at
2a. 10.72d., and on the balance of 400 tons at
8s. 8.16d.

Note—No rebate will be paid on any quan-
tity less than 100 short tons.

Specinl Note—It is essential that the sur-
vey report should be made out in the manner
indicated in this circular, and the survey re-
port should be posted to Durban, Nata), South
Africa direct, as rebates will mot be granted
unless application is made within four months
from date of bunkering,

Mr. Angelo: What do ships pay for that
coalt

Mr, WILSON: In South Afriean ports
about 30s. per ton. However, the coal ie
gob at a long distance in the interior. It
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15 carried at a very low freight by the rail-
ways, which are chiefly manned by black
labour. When one renlises that the coal
is got by black men working up to 12 and
even 16 hours per day, one feels that it is
too bad that the owners shonld get their
coal subsidised ag I have stated. The Col-
lie miners work seven hours a day, and
the Neweastle mniners eight hours; and there
is this subsidy of 8s. 8d. per ton on South
Afriean eoal paid to put Australian coal
miners out of work. T repeat that the docu-
went which I have quoted, and which shows
the way the wind blows, is an official docu-
ment. It proves that an attempt is being
made to introduce into our continent cheap
coal produced by black lahour.

Mr. Lindsay: Does that official document
say the black men work 12 to 16 hours per
day?

Mr. WILSON: No; but T am informing
the hon. member.

Mr. Lindsay: I asked the question be-
cause I have worked in South Africa my-
self,

Mr. WILSON: The white man does not
get the coal; he merely oversees the nig-
gers.

Mr. Lindsay: He works eight hours, and
the niggers knock off when he knocks off.

Mr. WILSON: Has the hon. member
worked in a South African coal mine?

Mr. Lindsay: No.

Mr, WILSON: I thought the hon. mem-
ber had not. He knows nothing about
it. This whole coniinent is ai present
in upheaval because of the actions of John
Brown of Newecastlee John Brown’s tae-
tics against the Newcastle miners have been
the means of producing chaos, especially
in the East, and have had a dire effect on
shipping and also on the coal mining in-
dustry. The reason why coal has been
brought out here from the Old Country is
that John Brown has the Newcastle mines
stopped. If Western Australia had pos-
sessed no coal, what would have been the
position in this State? We would have
been involved in disaster, but for Collie
coal. However, having Collie coal and a
sympathetic Government, Western Australia
has heen able to keep going. Some people
nssert that Collie coal iz subsidised; but
the reports of the Railway Department
show that while Neweastle coal cost 44s, 6d.
per ton last year, the averag: eost of our
Collic coal was 183, 4%4d. Even s'lowing
thul it takes 3 toms of Collie eoal tn equal
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2 tons of Newcastle coal, the State then
has a bonus benefit of 10s. to 12s. per ton
from the use of our local coal. The Gov-
ernment know of this advantage, and go out
of their way to help Collie by taking as
much Collie coal as possible. The present
coal contract terminates within the next
month or two, and I hope the Government
will see that the existing agreement ig re-
newed. If they do that, then undoubfedly
e Collie miners will see that the State
receives a fair deal.

MR, NORTH (Claremont) [9.41]: The
first page of the Estimates sirikes me as
the most interesting from the ordinary
taxpayer’s point of view, since it shows
that in spite of the increased moneys de-
rived from the new arrangement under the
Financial Agreement this State depends al-
most entirely for its surplus of £100,000
upon the success of the Railway De-
partment in  obtaining £431,000 more
vevenne than ever previously. One won-
ders on what basis the Commissioner
of Railways is able to offer the Treasurer
such good figures. In looking through the
reeords of previous years, I noticed that
the railway revenue never seems to have
inereased by more than £200,000 at any onc
time, the lgures being £2,688,000 for 1921,
£2,800,000 for 1922, the same amount for
1923, £3,100,000 for 1924, £3,500,000 for
1925, £3,300,000 for 1926, this being u re-
duetion; £3,500,000 for 1927, £3,800,000 for
1092, and £3,702,000 for 1029, The estimate
for the current financial year is £4,215,000.
From the point of view of the ordinary tax-
payer, as opposed to that of a Minister
who has all the fignres available to him,
the most one can do is to refer to what the
Commisioner of Railways has to say upon
the system from the success of which we
hupe to receive a surplus of £100,000 this
year. The Commissioner in his report tells
us that the reasons why last year there was
a defieit were, firstly, £100,000 loss of
earnings owing to the waterside strike,
which we hope will not ceeur again, a re-
duction in passenger éarnings of £55,000,
which loss will probably be greater this
year, sinee we must realise that motors take
passenger earnings more and more each
year, an increase of £24,000 in payments

“to staff, consequent on arbitration awards,

which increase I think will eontinue, and
additional expenditure on sleepers afount-
ing to £13,000. A further reference to the
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Commissioner’s report shows that more
sleepers will be nsed in relaying this year
than ever before. Therefore, when the
Commissioner of Railways hands in figures
showing that the State will receive
£430,000 more from the railways this year
than ever before, one may regard the figure
as very hopeful. Personally I should not
have been surprised if we had been pro-
mised half the amount of that increase.
That amount, experience shows, has heen
the largest increase in any year during the
history of the State, and I think we shall
be lucky indeed if we get within £100,000
of the Commissioner’s figures.

The Premier: I assure the hon. member
that they are the Commissioner’s figures,
and that I have not altered them to the
extent of one penny.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [9.45]: Like
other hon. members, I have endeavoured
to dizest the figures submitted in connec-
tion with the Estimates and, as on pre-
vions accasions, I have found some diffi-
vulty in arriving at my conclusions. As in
the past I wish again to protest against
the Committee being asked to deal with
the Estimates before having the Awvditor
General’s report before us. He is the ser-
vant of Parliament and is supposed to as-
8ist us in understanding the financial posi-
tion. Tn the course of his Budget Speech,
the Premier told ns that he estimated there
wou!d be a surplus of £105,415. That is a
very fine reeord eompared with the
defleit last year of £275,000. The mem-
ber for Claremont (Mr. North) has in-
formed the Committee regarding the prin-
cipal reason for the inereased revenue, but
there are other causes that have operated
in bringing about such an inerease. Thave
heard the Premier referred to as ‘‘Lucky
Collier.’”’ When we analyse the figures for
the Iast two or three years, we can readily
appreciate that he has been luckier than
any other Premier of this State, and, un-
fortunately for Western Australia, luckier
than any future Premier is likely to be.
There is another important factor to be
taken into eonsideration when examining
the: Budget and the surplus anticipated.
That must be apparent when we come to
analvse the production of the State. If we
do %o, we naturally expect, in view
of the remmlts achieved that the Government
wilt bndget for & surplus. In Western
Australia produoction has increased more
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than in any other State of Australia. As
we have had a period of prosperity over
some years, we should at least expect the
State to make ends meet and that should
be done out of our own revenue. Having
regard to the estimated surplus, it is ap-
parent that it will not be achieved from
revenue itself, but as the result of gifts
from the Commonwealth Government. The
figures show that we have received £500,000
from the Federal Disabilities grant.

The Premier: The hon. member does
not understand a word about the Federal
zrants because the State revenue has not
benefited at all.

Mr. LINDSAY:
story.

The Premier: But you aire misrepresent-
ing the position.

Mr. LINDSAY:
in my own way.

The Premier: No doubt you will.

Mr. LINDSAY: The Premier says the
revenae has not henefiled from the Com-
monwealth grants, but the Estimates show
that we received £300,000 from the Com-
monwealth Government, Is that not true?

The Premier: Do you know what has
been done with that money?

Mr. LINDSAY: I shall deal with that.

The Premier: You do not know. You
are misrenrrosenting the position.

Mr. IANDSAY: 1 know that the Pre-
mier reduneced the income tax with some of
the money, but that is only one item. Not
all that amount was used in that direction.

The Premier: The hon. memnber should
not make misstatements. [ object to it.

Mr. LINDSAY: Have not our funds
benefited because of that grant?

The Premier: 1 did not say that we did
not veceive any benefit,

Mr. LINDSAY: I say we have. Tha
trouble is that tho Disabilities grant will
end very soon, and what will happen in the
future? I understand that the grant ex-
Thales next year.

. The Premier: Neo, in two years time.

Mr. LINDSAY: Then it will expire in
1932, That means that we shall not then
have the advantage of this £300,000 a
vear.

The Premior: It is only £200,000.

Mr. LINDSAY: T have to accept the
figures that we have been given,

The Premier: You do not understand
the firures. That iy the trouble.

T am telling my own

[ shall te}l the story
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Mr. LINDSAY:
nte,

The Premier: It is dangerous to handle
figures if you do not understand them.

Mr. LINDSAY: I think I have pretty
well solved the figures That I have before
me, and L will stand to the figures I shall
fjuote. .

The Premier: Very well.

Mr. LINDSAY : I admit the difficulty ex-
perienced in dealing with these figures. 1
thought I had something to place before
the Committee, but I had to drop it. How-
ever, I will stand by those figures 1 in-
tend fo quote. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion dealt with some of them.

The Premier: But he did not make the
allegations you made.

Mr. LINDSAY: I have not accepted all
the figures presented by the Leader of the
Opposition, because I could not reconcile
some of them with those I have before me.
There is the Financial Agreement that must
be taken into consideration. I do not sup-
pose the Premier will say that that is not
correct. Under the Pinancial Agreement,
we have received £350,000 that has been
paid into & suspense account. I under-
stand that portion of that money is to be
allosated for paying off last year's defieit,
while some is also to be placed in the re-
serve fund in connection with the Group
Seitlement Seheme. Is that not so?

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. LINDSAY: If we look at the Mis-
cellaneous Services Vote for this. year, we
do not find that that is shown at all. It
has not been taken into revenue, because it
is not actual revenue but a saving of ex-
penditure,

The Premier: That is so.

Mr, LINDSAY : So the State funds have
not henefited so far.

The Premier: This year, that is the point.

Mr. LINDSAY: But we are talking
about this year’s Estimates, which are be-
fore us now, The Premier budgeted for
& surplus of £105000. T want to point
out that that result will not be achieved by
the financing of the State under the con-
trol of the Premier, but by means of as-
sistance rendered by the Federal Govern-
ment. First there is the gift of £350,000
which, as I have already indieated, is not
shown as a receipt becaunse it is not that,
but as a deduetion on expenditure. That
is shown in the figures.

They are here before
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The Premier: Of course!

Mr. LINDSAY: Another item that .8
disclosed clearly is that relating to the Loar
Fund. If we look at the position regarding
the money made available under the pro-
visions of the Migration Agreement, we
find there is £4,480,812. The interest for
1028-29 was only £44,387. The estimated
interest payment for 1929-30 is £48,000.
We have paid one per cent. for portion of
the money and for what was borrowed for
five years 1 2/3rds per cent. That repre-
sents a saving of £184,000 that has been
credited to revenue. The point is that
if we had borrowed that money through
ordinary channels, we would have pail 5%,
per cent. for it, and that would have ap-
peared in the figures before us. On the
other hand, because of the action taken by
the British Government and the Federal
Government in making available this cheap
money to the State, we have profited to the
extent of £154,000 this year. Having re-
gard to the £350,000 and the £184,000 il
will be apparent that the total represents
a lot more than the Premier has hudgeled
for as his surplus. There are other faa-
tors to he considered as well. Take the
loan money, for instance. The cheap money
I bave referred to from the Migrstion
Agreement, has been utilised and the cost
has been charged up ageinst works at the
ordinary rate of interest, There is no donbt
that that is the position. Of the actual
monay that has been saved, a certain
amount hag gone to funds in comnection
with the Group Settlement scheme, but that
money has been charged against group set-
tlement, not at the rate at which the State
pays for it, but at hetween six and seven
per cent. The consequence is that the State
has set aside some of that money as a re-
serve fund for group settlement purposes.
In addition to that, we received for the year
£388,000 under the terms of the Federal
Aid Roads Scheme. Surely it will be agreed
that that has been of some benelit to the
revenue of the State.

The Premier: As a matter of fact, the
Federal roads scheme represents to us ex-
penditure, not revenue. It costs us addi-
tional revenue because of the 15s. that we
have to raise.

Mr. LINDSAY: I am prepared to agree
with that. The Premier mentioned- that
there was an inereased amount in connee-
tion with our main roads, of £17,000, but
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as agaiost that we have £380,000 as « free
¢ift from the Commonwealth Government.

The Premier: But that did not go into
revenue,

Mr, LINDSAY: Of course not. But does
that not represent an advantage to our
revenue? Have we not been able to em-
ploy a lot of men? Has that not meant
more money for our people? Have we not
built up our revenue in an indirect way in
eonsequence of that expenditure?

The Premier: No.

[Mr. Lambert took the ('hair.]

Mr. LINDSAY: Certainly that is of ad-
vantage to our revenue. No one can deny
that we get some advantige from that
money. In my opinion, the State is in a
fairly good position to-day, and by rea-
son of the aid rendered to the State by
the Federal Government, we have been able
to secure advantages and the Prewier is
able to budget for a surplus. I ¢laim that
that vesult will not be achieved through any
effort on the part of the Government, but
as a result of the large sums of money we
have received from the Commonwealth,
Another point that strikes me as interest-
ing when dealing with the Federal Aid
Roads Scheme is that, during the past
three years, we have spent approximately
£1,100,000 on the roads of this State, and
apparently the Government have an unex-
pended halance of Commonweslth money
available totalling no less than £575,000.
Although that money is available, the Gov-
ernment have not yet made use of it. We
have to borrow money in order to provide
our 155. for every £1 made available by
the Pederal Government. The money avail-
able to us is cheap, and we should make
use of it. We have been told that the
-Main Roads Board have not been in a posi-
tion to spend the whole of the money avail-
able to them in the past. On top of that
we are told that this year they will spend
£1,250,000. That is a remarkably large
amount to spend in one year. I am fully
aware that of the money spent in connec-

tion with road construction, a large
percentage goes in the payment of
labour. It is the same in connec-

tion with all such large underiakings.
If we embark upon the construction of a
railway we have to huy rails and so on.
Tf we desire to construct a water aupply, a
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large amount of money has to go out in
the purchase of pipes, eoncrete and so on.
When it comes to a question of reads, a
large proportion of the money has to be
spent in wages. We have had a very seri-
ous unemployment difficulty in the State,
and I ean visualise what will happen in the
future. Before many months are passed,
with the advantage of the expenditure of
such a huge amount of money, the unemploy-
ment difficulty should be settled.

The Premier: That is a very miserable
suggestion !

Mr, LINDSAY: T do not know that there
is anything very imiserable abhout my re-
marks.

The Premier: There was an inference in
it.

My, LINDSAY: I drew attention to the
faet that we shall spend £1,250,000 on road
work this year, three times as much as we
have spent in any other year. I suggested
that that expenditure should have a ten-
dency to solve our unemployment diffieulty.
Surely there is nothing miserable about that
statement, which was a perfectly correat
one!

The Premier: Yes, if the eontractors do
not employ foreigners to do the work.

Mr. J. H. Smith. Even so, the contractors
will have to work under A.W.U. conditions.

Mr. Latham: At any rate, they could not
employ them.

My, LIADSAY: L understand that under
the agreement, any contractor who' tenders
for the woill must ecomply with the condi-
tions specified between the Main Roads
Board and the AW.U. In those circum-
stances, I do not think a contractor would he
ullowed to employ Southern Europeans.

Mr, J. H. Smith: He could if they we e
members of the union.

Mr. LINDSAY: If they did not belong to
the union the men could not get a job at ell.
I do not think there will be many Southern
Furopeans employed, but why should the
Premier suggest that the unemployment dif-
fiecutty will be solved if the contractors do
not employ too many Southern Europeans?
If those men are i1n the country and are out
of work, are they not unemployed? Surely
they have a right to get a joh.

The Premier: Before our own people?

Mr. LINDSAY: I did not say that.

The Premier: If there is not encugh work
for them, what then?

Mr. LINDSAY: When the Premier-inter-
Jjected regarding the employment of South-
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ern Europeans by contractors, I referred to
the agreement under which the work must
be carried out, and if the Southern Euro-
peans are unemployed and work is available,
surely they could be employed! I should
like to see them all employed. I hope this
money, together with the work afforded by
the harvest, will employ all the unemployed
in the State, Last session we passed a Bill
for the construction of the Kulja eastward
railway. That railway has now been partly
built. Recently I was surprised to find that
the clearing and formation of the line had
been stopped at the 50-mile. That means
that 24 miles of the authorised line will not
be built.

The Premier: That has not been definitely
decided, has it?

Mr. LINDSAY; DPerhaps nof, but the
trouble is that the work has been stopped,
if only indefinitely. Originally the line was
to go within four or filve miles of the rab-
bit-proof fence, and I am inclined to think
that is too far. T say it should stop 123
miles west of the fenee. I have heen up
there recently, when I was told that the
clearing gangs and the formation gangs had
heen stopped. Then a letter I received from
thé Minister showed that 50 miles of line
will be laid by January. It appears to me
the line iz to stop at 50 miles instead of 74
miles. This is the problem I am faced with:
Those people went out there with the pro-
mise of that railway. We all thought the
railway would go within & few miles of the
rabbit-proof femee. The work has heen
stopped, and if that line is not built to-day
on this extension,.it will not be built for
long years to come, becanse the Governme it
will not readily agree to send ount there
a complete plant to build a length of ten
or 15 miles. I understand the three depart-
ments concerned are to go there shortly to
choose townsites. I hope they will
select a sufficient area of land to pro-
vide for the necessities of the people,
such as recreation grounds. It is remark-
able the trouble I have over these recrea-
tion grounds. I am sorry the Minigter for
Lands is not here, for I wanted to speak
out pretty straight on this question. It is
an oversicht on the part of the officials
that sufficient land is not provided, for
in the bheginning it is just as easy
to get 600 aecres as it is fo get 100 acres
when declaring a townsite.  And these
towns on the wheatbelt develop into pretty
big towns. In most of the wheat distriots,
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in localities about 25 miles apart, one can
see that we are going to develop fine-towns. .
Qur experience proves that. It follows that
the people in those towns will require cer-
tain necessities, such as recreation grounds,
show grounds and racing grounds. There
should be quite sufficent land set apart
for the purpose. I have had a somewhat
peeculiar experience in this respeet. For
instance, at Koorda, a place the member
for North Perth knows well, only 11 acres
were reserved for a reereation ground. It
was not big enough for a football ground.
I went along and saw the Minister for
Lands, but he wonld not meet me in any
way. Eventually T found mueh greater
sympathy in the Railway Departrment, and
secured from them 96 acres to make a
recreation ground for the people of
Koorda. It was very fortunate for those
people that the Railway Department had a
large area of ground they were not using.
At present I am having difficulty in Mukin-
buddin. I have tried fo get the Minister
for Lands to grant this request, but
he is very stubborn sbout it. In eonse-
quence, the people of Mukinbudin are con-
tibually writing to me urging that I should
secure for them another five acres for their
recreation ground. I ean see no reason
why the Minister for Lunds should not give
it, because the ground is on the farther
side of the railway line. He could easily
let the people have the small area of land
they require. The member for Collie (Mr.
Wilson) referred to the pries of butter.
He may know something about coal, and he
should know a little about batter, inas-
much as quite a number of his electors are
group settlers. When he tells us the price
of butter is 1s. 10d. in London and 2s 24.
here, he is saying what is quite trnas, but
does he know the reason why¥ I think
a member representing a group settlement
area that produces butter should know the
reason for these relative prices. The hon.
member does not say anything abont the
prices that miners in England are getting
for winning coal, as compared with what
the Collie miners get. Yet he is prenared
to say that the men producing butter in
Australia sell it cheaper in Fngland than
they do in Australia. T will tell him why
the price of butter is cheaper in England
than it is out here. A Royal Commission
was appointed in Vietoria to inquire into
the dairying industry. The report of that
eommission showed that the industrr was
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kept going by the slavery of children. Does
the hon. member want that sort of thing?

Mr. Wilson: No, he does not.

Mr. LENDSAY: The result was that the
Paterson butter stabilisation scheme was
brought into existence. YWhat for? 1t is
the same position as obtains in the dried
froits industry. All the butter made in
Australia, every butter factory and every
condensed milk factory, comes under this
seheme, They have agreed that butter in
Australia sball be sold at a eertain price,
and they utilise part of that priece to pay
a bunus on butter exported to the 01d Coun-
try. ['nder this scheme WWestern Aunstralian
producers are the gainers from the rest
of the people of Australia; because they
get the whole of the additional 4d., yet do
not export any butter, and so do not have
to give any rebate.

Mr. Wilson: You believe in eheap coal.

My, LINDSAY: The hon. member in-
sinuated that he wanted cheap butter, and
1 merely wished to show him why the price
of batter in Australia was higher than it
is in England.

Me. Wilson:
coal.

Mr. LINDSAY: I do not remember that.
At all events, if T did, I have changed my
mind, The hon. member went on to talk
about the drop in the prices of agricultural
produets, and the soldier settlement scheme.
Of course there has been a drop in the
prices of agricultural products, and there
has been a big drop in the price of
dried fruits. That industry is in seri-
ous difficulty over the irrigation settle-
ment. The hon. member said there was
no irrication in Western Anstralia. But a
lot of our soldiers went in for drjed fruits
in the Swan Valley, and very few of them
are left there to-day. There we get another
illustration of relative prices, for we have
to pay more for our own dried fruits
than is paid in England. Why shouid not
the producers engaged in the dried fruits
industry receive a reasonable price for the
product they sell to the people of Aus-
tralia ?

Mr, Wilsen:
not.

BMr. LINDSAY: We have an Arbitra-
tion Court to fix the wages of the work-
ers, not on English econditions but en Aus-
trelian conditions, so why should not pro-
dueers pet a reasonable price for their pro-
duets.

But you wanted cheap

I did not say they should

[ASSEMBLY.]

[Mr. Panton took the Chair.]

Mr. Wilson; 1 said nothing about that.

Mr. LINDSAY: No; but I am surprised
at the hon. member questioning the price
of butter in Australia.

Mr. Wilson: Mr. Chairman, the hon.
member should not suggest that I said any-
thing of the kind.

The CHAIRMAN:
plaining nbout?

Mr, Wilson: I did not say anything
about fruit being sold in England cheaper
than it is sold here.

Mr. LINDSAY: T sincerely hope that
the Premier’s estimated surplus will b=
realised. The principal item on which he
has based his estimate is an increase in
railway revenue. I do not know whether
that inerease is likely to be realised in
full. T hope it will be. Unfortunately the
rain that has fallen this week has not been
as general as it might have been, and there
is not the slightest doubt that the crops
in my electorate are not in as healthy a
condition to-day as they were a few weeks
ago. If the crops in the other parts of the
wheat belt are in the same condition as
those in my electorate, we shall not secure
the increased amount of railway freight
that the Premier anticipates. With every
other member, I shall be pleased if the
Premier is able to end the year with a sur-
plus, hecause it will assist to place the
finanees of the State on a sound footing.
I again warn members that the Premier
has based his estimate for a surplus on
something that is fleeting. and not perman-
ent. The Financial Agreement may be a
very fing thing for this State during the
first few years of its curremey, but as the
years pass the benefits will diminish, while
in two years’ time we shall lose the special
grant we are receiving from the Common-
wealth Government. Then, unless an at-
tempt is made to reduce taxation before
sueh a step becomes compualsory, succeed-
ing Premiers are likely to find their posi-
tion rathor diffienlt.

What are you com-

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [10.13]: This
is the twelfth financial debate to which
I have listened in this Chamber. Year after
vear the Treasurer of the day delivers his
Budget speech and it is replied to hy the
Leader of the Opposition who, in most in-
stances doring those 12 wyears, had pre-
vietsly heen the Treasurer. Thosc two mem-
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bers are really the only ones who can spesk
with much authority on or knowledge of
the subject. The way in which the public
aceounts are plaged before members makes
it very diffieult for anyone not well versed
in financial matters properly to comprehend
them. Sound finance is said to be sound
government. Therefore it is the duty of
every member, especially of this branch of
the legiclature, to evince a keen interest in
the finances. It is our duty to ensure that
the money is wisely and judiciously spent,
and that not more revenue is taken out of
the pockets of the taxpayers than is neces-
sary to finance the country. I have fre-
quently taken pains to study the finances
as presented to the Chamber, and I can-
didly eonfess that I have found it very
difffeult to follow them or ecriticise them.
They are presented in a manner so differ-
ent from that in which other accounts are
compiled and with which people who have
to deal with financial matters are accus-
tomed. Nearly every session I have heard
the Treasurer claim to have done all thai
possibly could have been done with the
money at his disposal, and the Leader of
the Opposition has then proceeded to pick
his statement to pieces. A few members
have also contributed to the debate, per-
haps on some of the texts dclivered by the
Leader of the Opposition, but where has it
led us? It is seldom that the Treasurer
replies to any crilicism; it is seldom that
the Treasurer ever explains any of the ques-
tions raised during the debate. After 12
years in this Chamber-I have come to the
conclusion that some other method of check-
ing the finances of the State should be in-
stituted. This Chamber, to a far greater
extent than the other branch of the legis-
lature, is responsible for watching the
finanees of the State.

Mr. North: Was not a change made in
New South Wales recently?

Mr. ANGELOQ: I do not know.

The Premier: Yes, but only with the ob-
jeet of deceiving the public as to the real
finanecial pesition.

Mr. ANGELO: I think we shonld adopt
some more eomprehensive method, one that
would be continuned year after year, and
one that would not- only assist the Chamber,
bat prove a careful eheck on the finances and
bhe of assistance to the Treasurer. What I
suggest, therefore, is that a public accounts
committee he appointed. Such a body has
been found most useful in the {ommon-
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wealth Parliament, and I feel certain it
would be found egually useful here. I do
not say we should have such an elaborate
committes as that appointed by the Com-
monwealth, but suppose we had a committee
of four, two members drawn from the Gov-
ernment side and two from the Opposition
side of the House, with full authority to
look into the acecounts immediately they are
presented to the Chamber, to keep in con-
stant touch right through the year with
the finances, have full access to the accouat
books and each year present a report to the
House, members would be in a far better
position to deal with the finances, As we
are in the dying hours of the preseni Par-
liament, it would probably be too late 12
appoint a committee to deal with the
finances for last year, but there would be
time, if the Government were agreeable, to
pass & Bill that would enable a nublia
acecounts committee to be appoinied imme-
diately after the new Parliament assembl.d.
It might be asked what powers should =ach
a committee have. The Commonwealth
Public Accounts Committee work under an
Act passed in 1913, The duties of the Com-
mittee are as follows:—Paragraph (a)
SByS—

To examine the accounts of the receipts and
expenditure of the Commonwezlth, and to re-
port to both Houses of the Parliament any
items in those nccounts, or any eircumstances
coaneocted with them to whieh they think that
attention should be directed; (b) to report
to both Houses of Parliament any alteration
which the Committee think desirable in the
forin of the public accounts, or the method of
keeping them, or in the mode of receipt, con-
trol, issue or payment of the public money;
(¢) te inguire into ond report upon any ques-
tions in conneetion with the public accounts
which are referred to them by either House of
the Parliament; (d) any other duties assigned
to the Committee by Joint Standing Orders
approved by both Houses of the Parliament.

I snggest sincerely that the Government
should do something in this direction. It
is the only way to get a correct insight
from year to year into the financial posi-
tion. Nearly every session seleet commit-
tees are appeinted. A few nights ago the
Minister for Health brought down a most
important Bill dealing with mental defec.
tives. A select committee was at oncs
appointed so that a proper investigatioa
might be made before the Bill hecame law.
Sound finanee is sound Government. Prob-
ably it is the most important duty that we,
who are directors for the taxpavers, hove
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to perform. No matter which party is in
power, members should have a close nsight
into the affairs of State. The only way to
get that is to delegate authority to three
or four members to carry out the work
sbove any other duty that may form part
of their political life. Mr. Speaker is not
asked to take part in the debates. He
carries out cevtain funections in the high and
honourable position to whiech he has Yeen
elected. The Chairman of Committees is
also asked to devote his first and chief
attention to those pavticular duties. If a
public acecounts committee were appointed,
and the members of it were told exactly
what their duties were, they would earry
them out most willingly with great advan-
tage not only to Parliamment but to the State.
I suggest with all deference that the Pre-
mier should introduce a Bill this session
to appeint such a committee, so that when
the new Parliament meets next year it will
be ready to funetion.

ME. LATHAM (York) [10.22]: I wish
to protest against having to deal with the
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
without having before us a ecopy of the Pub-
lic Aecounts and the Auditor-General’s re-
port. I can imagine what would happen
if the directors of a company were to re-
ceive a balance sheet without the anditor’s
report. I know it is not the Premier’s duty
to interfere with the Auditor-General, but
that officer has had three months in which
to make up his report, and it should be
here now that we are called upon to dis-
cuss the Estimates of Revenne and Expen-
diture. 'We should have his views upon
any matters appertaining thereto. I do
not know whetber we can alter the position
now, but something should be done to pro-
tect members before next session.

The Premier: 1t never has been the case.

Mr. LATHAM: It ought to be, and the
Premier will no doubt admit it.

The Premier: The matter is entirely in
the hands of the Auditor-General. If I
delayed bringing down the Estimates until
his report was presented, members might
kave some justification for ecomplaint.

Mr. LATHAM: Jf I am here next ses-
sion, I hope I shall he able to do some-
thing to ensure the presentation of the
Anditor-General’s report and the Public Ae-
counts prior to the Estimates being dealt
with. It is very difficult to follow anything
in the Estimates dealing particularly with

[ASSEMBLY.]

the interest and sinking fund. I do not
profess to be an authority on accounts but
I should like to have some knowledge of
what is going on. I congratulate the Pre-
mier on his estimated surplus, and hope he
will realise it. It will show the people that
we are beginning to appreciate the neees-
sity for economy.

The Premier: It will depend largely on
the harvest.

Mr. LATHAM: I know that many faec-
tors enter into the question. I have looked
at the railway returns, and hope the Com-
missioner will realise his estimates. I have
some doubts about the fizures that have been
produced. I believe that Western Austra-
lia, as well as other parts of the Common-
wealth, is facing a pretty severa time. Not
only will the Commonwesalth and the State
Governments be called upon to economise,
but everyone will have to do so, Less
money will have to be spent on amuse-
ments and frivolity. It will take us all
our time even then to balance the ledger.

The Premier: Individual economy is
needed more than governmental economy.

Mr. LATHAM: I suppose they go hand
in hand. I am sure that, owing to the lack
of business faculty in the individual, he all
too frequently expects the Government to
render serviece to him without asking where
the money is to come from.

The Premier: Too much money is in-
vested in non-reproductive enterprises, and
too little in’ industries that are of some
value. If money is required for an indus-
trial enterprise, very little is forthcoming,

*but if it is required for a picture show

plenty is available,

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, and when a tax is
placed upon amusements there is a loud
squeal from the people concerned.

Mr. Angelo: Government loans pay bet-
ter interest. They absorb a good deal of
private capital. .

Mr. LATHAM: The public ask for Gov-
ernment services that could probably be
provided at less cost, owing to the round-
about system employed in Government un-
dertakings, if private capital were to pro-
vide them.

The Premier: It sometimes has cost more
to bring a deputation to me than the job
concerned would cost.

Mr. LATHAM: People should be made
to realise that if they provided the services
themselves they would save a considerable
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arnount of money, Unfortunately the per-
nicious system has grown up whereby peo-
ple go to the Treasurer with very little re-
gard for his ability to find the meney.

The Premier: Nowhere in the world do
people ask for so much Government assist-
ance as they do here,

Mr. LATHAM: The time will come when
that must be stopped. No doubt any Treas-
urer who said “No” in answer to requests
for financial assistance would remain in
office for a very short time. The sooner
people are made to realise that a serviee
costs them more by Government means than
by private means, the better it will be for
all. We shall have an opportunity later to
deal with the differeni departments. I
hope the Premier does not intend fo rush
the Estimates through to-night,

The Premier: Only down to the Mines
Department.

Mr. LATHAM: If so, we might as well
have a good go at them now, for we shall
be here all night. Later on I wish to say
something about the settlement of land un-
der present conditions. I appeal to the
Minister to hold up land settlement beyond
a reasonable distance from the railways,
until we see what are the prospects of
prices for the product. We do not want
to have a setback after the years of suc-
cess this State has enjoyed. Anything fur-
ther I have to say I shall reserve until the
items are reached.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [10.31]: On
these Estimates a good deal could be said,
though I do not think it could be said con-
veniently or wisely at this bour. I wish
to refer to the need for electric eurrent
throughout the producing distriets whick
are in close proximity to Perth. It is a Te-
markable fact—I do not blame the Govern-
ment for it—that ample current is available
for picture shows and electric street sigms,
hut not for pumping water. Reference
might be made, and very profitably, to the
great importance of electric power to many

centres, I may mention Mundaring, East

Maddington, Forrest Field, Tesmurdie, Wat-
tle Grove, East Bedfordale, Eighth Road
Armadale, Piesse’s Brook, Roleystone, and
other cenires, all of which would, if
this facility were provided, beecome com-
paratively well to do. One particular
examole, to which T respectfully draw
the Premier’s attention, is the produeing
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area known ag Canning Vale, a mile or two
from Cannington. When Mr. Scaddam
was Minister for Railways a deputation
waited on him to urge that the electric
cable should be extended to Canning Vale.
The then Minister for Railways went into
the question, and decided that Canning
Vale should have electric current. It is
a fact that from being a comparatively poor
community, Canning Vale has become com-
paratively well to do, the reason for:_ the
change being entirely the provision of elee-
tric current. The people engaged in vege-
table production there, are able to pour
water on their plants at eritical times;
hence the altered outlook. If it were pos-
sible to furnish other centres with this
advantage, I would feel most grateful; but
it does seem—every circumstance justifies
this siatement—that no consideration is
given to areas in the outer suburban dis-
tricts, that eonsideration is restricted to
localities within the metropolitan area, An-
other example is Bickley, in the hills.
Bickley is hardly distant a rifle shot from
the cnhle as extended; nevertheless, in spite
of the wriiten guarantee of the local people
to provide interest and sinking fund, no
steps have been found possible in respect
of extending the cable. I do not for a mo-
ment doubt that the Minister for Railways
is syvmpathetic, but the unfertunate fact re-
mains that no extensions are being made.
The position regarding electric enrrent m
those districts is the same as that of exten-
sion of water supply to Parkerville, that old
trouble. Parkerville, too, should have eleetric
current. It possesses a large quarry em-
ploying a eonsiderable number of men, but
in spite of the faet that the Government
provide eleetric current, and have the sole
right of selling current over certain aress,
nothing is done. The power used at the
Parkerville quarry is comparatively out
of date. The cheap, convenient power
furnished by electric current is de-
nied to these people. I wish to refer to
another matter—the incidence of water con-
servation in the Wongong distriet out he-
yond Armadale. Tt is the ease of Mr. R. G.
Marsh, a settler who has lived in the dis-
trict for 30 or 40 years, and who through-
out that period has enjoyed the right of
using water from the Wongong Brook.
This water flows along what is known as
the sonthern branch. The Government de-
cided that the water was necessary for the
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supply of the metropolitan area. Sinee
Perth needed it, Perth got it; but in the
getting of it fhe rights of this seftler were
entirely disregarded. In fact, he was treaied
with the most outrageous injustice that
could be meted out to any person.

Mr. Lambert: I shall get up and give
you the pain and agony of thousands of
electors of mine if you give ms that.

Mr. SAMPSON: If the hon. member
does that, he will be doing his duty, which
will be a nice change for himself and for
the rest of hon. members. Idle threats
thrown promisenously across the Chamber
have no effeet on me. The case of Mr.
Mearsh ealls for consideration. It is net
new to this Chamber. T discussed the mat-
ter in November of last year, and then
peinted out that in summer the water was
desired by the department, and that con-
sequently the stream did not flow as vigor-
ously then, portion of the water having been
taken by the department. I wurged that
fairness should be shown to this man, fair-
ness with respect to eompensation in view
of the fact that some of his rights had
been taken by the Government. He had
bad to sink & well, put up 2 mill, and ereet
troughs. It was a comparatively small
matter, the Government being asked to find
an amount of £150 as part compensation
for the injury which the settler had suf-
fered. After T had ontlined the case the
Minister for Agricultural Water Supplies,
in respomse to my declaration that fairness
ought to be shown to this man, said, “It
shall be shown.” T replied, “That means
compensation.” I regret that in spite of
that decisiom, the department is still obdur-
ate and still adopfs the unfair attitude of
denying compensation to this man. I am
not in a position to say whether he has any
legal rights, but there is every moral rea-
son why he should reeeive consideration.
1 again urge upon the Minister that he
should give consideration to the ease of M.
R. G. Marsh, of Armadale. In July, 1928,
in reply to a letter to the department, that
gentleman received the following commum-
cation—

In reply to your letter of 7th May last, in
regard to supply of water in the south branch
of the Wungong River. I have to advise you
that the department denies any liability, and

we can take no responsibility in connection
with the matters referred to in your letter.

[ASSEMBLY.]

That is not dealing with the matter in the
spirit of fairness that, I submit, this set-
tler has a right to expect. On the 23rd of
May this year, in answer to a letter froi
myself, I received the following communi-
cation—

Adverting to your letter of the 2nd instant
in regard to the case of Mr. R. G. Marsh, I
desire, by direction, to advise you that the mat
ter has been further considered, but I ean only
refer you to my letter of 18th October last
indicating that the ease did not warrant pay-
ment of compensation, and to our letter of
2nd July, 1928, to Mr. Marsh, a copy of which
is enclosed.

I would appreciate consideration being
given to Mr. Marsh, which I consider the
cirenmstances justify, There is a very te-
markable silence on the part of the Minis-
ters regarding this matter.

The Premeir: I am not taking the slight-
est notice of it.

Mr. SAMPSON: Perhaps just a little.

The Premier: Not the slightest! This
is the first time I have ever heard of an
individual's grievance being brought up dur-
ing the general discussion on the Budget.

Mr. SAMPSON: I think this is a very
good opportunity.

The Premier: Undounbtedly there are
other opportunities when it ¢conld be brought
forward,

Mr. SAMPSON:
prefer—

The Premier: I have not taken the slight-
est notice of your remarks; I do not pro-
pose to interfere af all.

Mr. SAMPSON: I regret it is not pos-
sthle at this juncture to obtain favourable
consideration, and perhaps at some later
stage I may bring the matter up again. I
feel that Mr. Marsh is justified in expeet-
ing consideration, beeause he has been de-
prived, at least partially, of rights he has
enjoyed for a long time.

If the Premier would

[Mr. Lambert took the Chair.]

ME. SLEEMAN (IFremantle) [10.45):
There are some matters to which I desire
to refer. The unemployment diffieulty has
been in evidence and at Fremantle there
are works that could be put in hand to re-
lieve the position. T refer to works such as
sewerage installation in the North-East
Fremantle district. That has been held
over for some eonsiderable time, I suppose
that instead of the work being put in hand
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to relieve the unemployment diffieulty at
the worst time in the year, we may expect
it to be put in hand at a time when it i8
easier for people to obtain work. In my
opinion such undertakings should be
started during the slack periods and not
during the busy periods. 1 admit that
those sewerage works represent a tempor-
ary measure of relief only, and I think we
should turn our attention to schemes of a
more permanent description.  There are
such undertakings as land settlement in the
vacant areas in the Fremantle distriet. If
efforts were made along those lines, I be-
lieve it would lead to the relief of dis-
tress in that district. Large portions of
the Peel Fstate and other areas more ad-
Jacent io Fremantle are lying idle. In the
past we heard a lot about those areas being
reserved, and being eut up into blocks so
that men working on the wharf or in the
wool stores would be ahle to take them up
and go in for poultry raising and so on,
thus enabling them to tide over the slack
period. I believe something tangible cou'd
he done so that men engaged in seasonal
occupations would have means by which
they could keep going during the slack
times. They would then be able to eke out
8 better existence for themselves and their
families, and yct be available when their
services were required in the busy periods.
By such means praetically hundreds of the
men could he placed in a better position.
That could be done on blocks at the Peel
Estate and thronghout the area between
Hamilton Hill and the Peel Estate. An-
other matter that should receive attention
is the payment by the Government of the
pound for pound subsidy to loeal govern-
ing authorities. Had the Government
adopted that scheme, I think it would have
been of advantage to them, and to the
workers. At the present fime, even if some
such scheme were adopted in the interests
of married men, it would be.of assistance to
the Government because while the amount
involved individually in providing susten-
anee for married people may not be great,
it must amount to a large sum in the ag-
gregate. T helieve that if the Government
had granted a pound for pound subsidy {o
local authorities to enable them to engage
apon necessary works, the labour thus avail-
able would have absorbed the unemployed,
and it would have been a cheaper propo-
gition than providing them with suasten-
ance. For every pound made available by
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the Goverrment the local authorities would
have had te contribute & further poung,
and the money so provided would have
gone a long way towards relieving the up-
employment problem. 1 hope that somé-
thing will be done between now and next
winter so that the people of the Fremantle
distriet will have an opportunity to secare
blocks of land elose to Fremantle where
they can cstablish themselves and develop
home industries.  Hon. members realise
that it is necessary to have a lot of men
employed on the Fremantle wharves sp
that they will be available at peak periods.
Vuring the slack periods, hewever, not 3
per cent. of them are able vo make wages.
Because of this, I think something of a per-
manent nature should be done to en-
able thesz peuple to have something to do
during the slack periods when there is no
work on the wharves or in the wool stores.
A large number of men are required during
the wool season, but immediately it is over
they have to be pui off, I hope that soms
steps will be taken to remedy the position
and thus avoid the necessity of these peo-
ple cominyg to the Government for susten-
ance. At the time when they are put off,
there is no work available in the country
districts, very little on the wharves, and
none af all in the wool stores. 1F something
permanent were done it wonld enable us
largely to soive the unemployment problem,
I believe that if a committee were appointed
to go into the matier and seek to solve the
problem and do something for the un-
fortunate people cast on the unemployed
market for many months in the year, it
wounld result in finding a way out of the
difficulty. All the governments of the
world seem to be at their wits’ end to know
what to do about unemployment. If we
confess we are not able to cope with the
problem, we should appoint some committee
to go intn the matter and evolve a scheme
that would be of benefit to the country.
There is also the immigration problem
added to that of unemployment. While we
have no jurisdiction over foreign immigra-
tion, we certainly have over British immi-
gration. I admit that during the last 12
months there have been very few people
coming ount from England as migrants, Put
there have been quite a number of nomi-
nated passengers and many of those nomix
nating them are not in a position to keep
them on arrival, and so a number of the
nominated passengers are cast on the Gov-
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ernment ,for support. We are also bring-
'ﬂ:'g‘but a large number of boys to various
tates of the Commonwealth, including
‘Western Australia. It seems to me there is
being made an orgacised attempt to bring
them here, while nothing is being done for
our own boys. It is harder to securs a
position for a boy than for a man or a
woman. [ have here a copy of the ‘“Sun-
day News’' of London, dated the 14th
July, In it I find this advertisement—

. Australia.—100 Boys Wanted to sail on
White Star s.5. '* Vedie,”’ 19th October, Salva-
tion Army auspices. Enter for preliminary
farm training in this country during August.
Quifits provided. Assisted passages. Also 100
Young Women wanted for domestic service.
Free passages. Work guaranteed, Boys and
women also wanted for Canada. Write or call:
Branch Manager, 3, Upper Thames-street, Lon-
don, E.C, 4; 12, Pembroke-place, Liverpool;
203, Hope-street, Glasgow; or 5, Garfield Cham-
bers, 44, Royal-avenue, Belfast.

In another paper I chanced upon exactly
the same advertisement. [t would be in-
teresting to know whether the Salvation
Army are paid anything to secure these
boys for ‘Australia. It is peculiar that
they are advertising for boys to come from
the Old Country to Australia, where there
s practically no work for boys, and where
our own boys cannot get positions. One
of the cruellest sights in this State is to
see the number of lads knocking about onr
cities with nothing to do and no hope of
soeuring cmployment.

Mr. Sampson: Nor of learning a trade.

Mr., SLEEMAN: No, nor of learning
a trade; because those avenues are full,
and all the other avenues are not enough
to employ our own boys. Yet we are bring-
ing boys from England where, it seems,
there is a shortage of juvenile labour. Here
is a report I have taken from an English
newspaper of May last.

Shortage of Youth. Fewer Juveniles avail-
able for Employment.—A warning is given by
the London Advisory Council for Juvenile Em-
ployment respecting a shortage of juvenile
lahour which is beginning to overtake industry
in and around London.

There is 2 danger, the council’s fifth annual
report states, that boys and girls may be
worked for too long houra.

The shortage of youthful labour is due to
the fall in the birth.rate during the war years.
The council’s rcport estimates that by 1932,
without allowing for those who will continue
whole-time edueation, the number of youths
and girls aviilable for industry will have fallen
by 77,262 in the London area,
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" At the moment there is an unsatisfied de-
mand for juveniles between the ages of 14
and 16 in several London districts, and the
number of boys and girls employed at these
ages is exceedingly small.

Excellent work continues to be doma by
the counecil. The young workpeople are visited
at their places of employment, and their fatures
discussed with employerd, Last year the offi-
gials paid 37,932 visits to employers in Lon-

on.

Whilst we are advertising and doing all we
ean to bring boys to Australia, at the same
time there is a shortage of juvenile workers
in Great Britain. It is a most remarkable
thing, but there it is in black and white.
Then we come to our railways. Last year
our railways showed quile a respectable de-
fieit. I believe we should easily be able to
return a better financial result than was
gchown last year. For instance, we are
battling along with slow, cumbersome old
trains on the suburban lines, and with first
and second class compartments. Any day
between 10 a.m. and 3.30 p.m. a person who
purchases s first-class ticket, or a Parlia-
mentarian travelling on his pass, can get a
whole compartment to himself, It is bad policy
on the part of the department to be run-
ning these heavy, lnmbering trains day after
day, month after month, and year after
vear between Perth, Midland Junction and
Armadale. It is a costly bnsiness dragging
these heavy old trains between those places.
It is a pity that something eannot be done
to speed up the trains and at the same time
reduce the fares.

Mr. Sampson: It is time we had electric
trains.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I agree. It would be a
preferable and much cheaper form of tran-
sit. And while we are using these big, lum-
bering trains, the people are not patronis-
ing them, preferring the charabane con-
veniences along the road.

Mr. Angelo: Who would travel by a train
when he could get a bus?

Mr., SLEEMAN: That is what T am say-
ing. But there is a way by which the Rail-
way Department eonld zet baek the business
they have lost to the buses, and that is
by redueing fares and running lighter
trains. Tt 15 hetter to carry 500 passengers
at reduced fares than to carry 200 at full
faves. Railwayv fares could well be reduced
below those of the buses.

Mr. Angelo: Then there are the trams.

Mr SLEEMAN. I am not dealing with
the tiams just now. The position is that
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people wishing to use the trains have to
walk to the railway station and wait a long
time for their train, and even when the
train starts the passengers have to sit a long
time before they reach Perth. They can
do the journey much faster and more
cheaply by motor bus. And every 3d., 6d.
or 1s. saved by the workers of this country
means a lot when they have to keep their
wives and families on their present-day
earnings. If the railway fares were re-
duced below those of the buses the depart-
ment would get their trade back. And it
would be economical for the department to
cut off the first-class earriages. Why should
that obsolete system be retained? When we
travel by a bus we do not ask for a first-
class or a second-class ticket. There is no
distinction made, either in a bus or in a
tram. If it is proper for a lady or & gentle-
man whe would travel first-class on a train
to ride on the same level as the rest of the
people in a bus, there can be no reason for
retaining the distinetion on the suburban
trains. If people can rub shoulders on tram
end bus, there is no harm in their rubbing
shoulders in a train. The best is always
good enough for the poorest people in the
land, and if we have decent second-class
railway carriages provided, they should do
for the whole of the population, whether
rich or poor. I hope that in the near future
we shall be able to give that a trial. There
are other places in the world where only one
class of railway ticket is issmed, and if we
find it satisfactory on the trams and in the
buses, it should be satisfactory also on our
suburban trains. Let us reduce the fares
and run lighter and faster trains, and
we shall get back some of the rev-
enue we have lost to the buses.
If we are not prepared to do that, T con-
sider the time has arrived when we should
nationalise buses. In South Australia the
Government run buses on the roads in com-
petition with the privately owned buses. If
we do not run our traing for the convenienee
of the publie, so that they can compete with
the buses, the Covernment should put a
line of buses on the road. While on the
question of railways I wish to refer to the
carriage of wheat. Quite a lot has been said
about the carriage of different classes of
goods. Wheat is ecarried at a fairly low
rate and super is earried at what is certainly
a low rate. The flour-milling people are
building up an industry in this country but
they are penalised, unduly I believe, be-
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cause they are not granted a through rate
from mill to port.

My, A. Wansbrough: They get 12\5 per
cent, rebate.

Mr. SLEEMAN: In the Eastern States
they get a through rate right to the port.
If that can be done in the Eastern States,
it can be done heére. Why should the milling
industry bear the whole of the burden?
Even if the granting of the lhrough rate
to millers involved a small increase of
freight un the farmers’ super, we shoulc]
foster the flour-milling industry. Reter:
ence haos been made to the fact that boys
in ihis Stale are not being employed be-
cause of the fowness of our industries.
There ave very few flour mills running full
time at present. The other day I was told
by a responsible member of the Flour Mill
Employees’ Union that only one mill was
running full time. In a countiry like West-
ern Australia that should not be. It is much
better to export flour than wheat. By ex-
porting the flour we keep the offal here for
the use of our dairy farmers and provide
employment for ouwr own people. It would
be quite easy to reduce the rate on flour,
even if we added a liftle to the freight on
wheat or superphosphate,

Mr. Lindsay: Do not you think super
as well as flour ereates indnstry?

Mr., SLEEMAN: Yes, but the farmer
should not get the whole of the golden egg.
If the farmer is going to get everything
carried for nothing——

Mr. Lindsay: The farmer gets nothing
earried for nothing,

Mr. SLEEMAN: Super is carried for
next door to nothing, Experienced farmers
have told me that it is not such a great
boon to get super carried at the cheap rate,
Some of them have told me that they never
get theirs carried at the cheap rate beecause
in their opinion it is better to get the super
after the date for carrying at the cheap rate,
so that they have it fresh on the ground
when they want to use it. That is the
opinion of some ezperienced farmers.

Mr. Teesdale: You will know a little
about it in a couple of years’ time.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Perhaps so.

Mr. Lindsay: All the super cannot be
carried during the period of the cheap rate.

Mr, SLEEMAN: A great portion of
it is carried during that period and. it is
carried at a rate that certainly does not
pay the Railway Department. While the
Railway Department are doing that for the
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farmer, the mills are subjected to a certain
disadvantage on account of not being able
to get the through rate that applies in the
Eastern States. The wheat buyers talk
about patronising the railways and paying
on the railways, but they are ont all the
time to get all they can. During this year
the buyers of wheat tried to put one over
the Government in the matter of demurrage.
They are not satisfied with getting their
wheat carried at a reasonable rate or with
the farmers getting their super at a reason-
able rate. One of the wheat buyers, Messrs.
Dalgety & Co., wrote to the Chief Traffie
Manager on the 16th February, 1929,

Mr. Lindsay: Was there any strike on at
the time?

Mr. SLEEMAN. No, there has not been
a strike for a long time. The letter read—
. We regret to advise that owing to heavy
rain yesterday, the wheat in trucks could not
be handled after 2.30 p.m., Consequently there
'wero a few trucks left under demurrage, and
thess with fresh arrivals up to 7 o’cloek this
morning totalled 66 on our aceount and 128
on account of Westralian Farmers. This morn-
ing it was impossible to get sufficient labour
‘to discharge 50 per cent. of these trucks before
noon, and although we handed our 66 trueks
over to Bunge, we accepted a transfer of the
128 trueks helonging to Westralian Farmers,
as we had agreed to take their wheat over the
‘present’ week-end. They, however, endeavoured
to sccure labour, and were preparcd to take
over as many trucks as poseible into shed in
order to relieve the position, but it was im-
possible to obtain any labour apart from that
required to load vessels in port.

T want o tell the people who wrote that
letter that it contains a deliberate lie. On
that date in Fremantle there were hundreds
of men out of work. If labour had been
required that day it could bhave been ob-
tained, but they did not want it and they
tried to put one over the Railway Depart-
ment to save demurrage. No member will
say that on the 15th February last there
were no men in Fremantle to handle wheat.

Mr. Sampson: Were there men available
who were mccustemed to handling wheat?

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes.

Mr, Lindsay: Tt is a strong statement fo
make that the letter contains a deliberate
“Ye.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am challenging the
statement that there were no men available
on that day. There were hundreds of un-
employed anxiously waiting for work.
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Mr. Sampson: Are you sure they could
have done that particular elass of work?

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, and they were
anxious to get it.

Mr. Lindsay: It is a strong statement to
make that they were telling a lie.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I have made the state-
ment and, if the hon, member wishes to
challenge it, he can do so.

Mr. Lindsay: Prove your
Your word is no good.

Mr. SLEEMAN: My word is just as
good 8s that of the hon. member, seeing
that T was on the spot at the time and
know what I am talking ahout. The only
time the hon. member wished to go to Fre-
mantle was when there was wheat there
with whiskers on it. He got into trouble for
going there, and he had no desire to go
again. His party also “went erook”
on him. On another occasion T invited the
hon. member to see some wheat. It was sup-
posed that wheat could not be topped up.
The Minister for Agriculture told us to-
night that wheat could not be topped up,
but I showed the member for Toodyay
some that had been topped—half of it was
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wheat and the bottom half was gravel.

Mr. Lindsay: That is not correct. You
showed me sprouting wheat but I did not
see any gravel.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Did not the hon. mem-
ber see the gravel in the bag? Of eourse
he did and said it was a mistake.

Mr, Lindsay: I did not see it.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The bon. member did
and he knows that he did. He saw the
wheat on the ship’s deck. The lumpert
calied me over and showed me the bag, hali
wheat and half gravel. That is how wheal
is topped up. But for the fact that tha
lot of wheat was being bulk-handled, il
would have been snecessfully topped up
and the purchasers would have been pay
ing for wheat and getiing gravel.

Mr. Sampson: Who sent that letter?

Mr. SBLEEMANXN: Tt is signed “A. Gil
mour.” On the day when it was sigme
there were hundreds of people in Freman
tle who could have dome the work. Thes
firms say thev want the railways to pa;
and, on the other hand, they require whea
and super to be carried free, and then pu
it over the railways to get their demur
rage back.

Mr. Lindsay: Do you say they would asl
for the demurrage back when there wenr
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men out of work who could handle the
wheat?

Mr. SLEEMAN: I know that if they
put up a truthful and a reasonable case
the Government would consider it, and al-
ways see that no one was imposed upon.

Mr. Lindsay: If there was a strike as
the resuilt of friction between the A.W.U.
and the lumpers, do you think firms should
be charged demurrage?

Mr, SLEEMAN: There was no strike at
the time, and no industrial trouble in the
State. I challenge Dalgety and Company
to say there was no labonr available in
Fremantle if they had desired to get it.

Mr, Teesdale: How did you come by that
Government letter?

Mr, SLEEMAN:
wharf.

Mr, Lindsay: It is a letter addressed to
the Railway Department.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, to the Chief Traf-
fic Manager.

Mr, Lindsay: And yet you have it here.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I have a copy of it.

Mr. Lindsay: That is pretty hot.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The letter is hot,
the hottést thing I have ever seen,

Mr. Lindsay: It is hot that a member
should have a copy of that letter.

Mr. SLEEMAN: No employee of any
Government department gave it to me.

Mr. Sampson: I suppose you found it
on your table?

Mr. SLEEMAN:
wharf.

Mr. Teesdale: You will get another em-
ployee disrated now.

Mr. SLEEMAN: There is no need for
the hon. member to fret about that. I wish
now to deal with the Traffic Aet, When it
was being put through I believe we all
thought it was the last word in that type of
legislation. We were told that the buses and
taxis could not go off the road over which
they were anthorised to run, and the owners
conld not even take out their wives and
families on a Sunday because of the restrie-
tions imposed upon them. The department
now admit that what was said on that occa-
sion was not correct. We should take steps
to see that all sections of the traffic get a
fair deal. It was said that the buses could
not leave their licensed routes. At the be-
ginning of last December I introduced a de-
putation to the Minister for Police on be-
half of the taxi people who plied for hire at

I found it on the
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I found it on the

the Fremantle railway station. These taxi
men stay on the stand, and have to make
their living out of the faves which come
along. The omnibus and other taxi owners
have the run of the road to Perth and ply
for hire there. These people, it is now found,
travel here, there and everywhere off the
licensed route, and even take passengers who
rightly belong to the taxi owners who have
the railway stand, and have to make their
living there. Following upon the deputs-
tion, the Minister consulted with his officers,
and sent me the following letter dated the
31st December :—-

With reference to the deputation from the
Tauxi Owucers’ Association, which you introdused
to me on the 10th imst. regarding taxi ommi-
buses leaving their ronte to engage in work aa
passenger vehicles, I have-to state that a re-
port was called for by me regarding the posi-
tion, and it would appear that taxi omnibuges
are pusscnger vehicles similar to ordinary tuxi
cars, and there is nothing to prohibit them
earrying passengers or doing similar work to
a vehicle that is licensed a3 o passenger vehicls
only. In addition to being licensed as pae-
senger vehicles, such omnibuses pay a seati
fee, which authorises the owners of such vehi-
cles to ply on o preseribed route as an omni-
bus, and preovided that a regular service to
the satisfaction of the local authority is main,
tained, then no offence would be committed if
the owners of such taxi omnibuses undertook
other work such as that mentioned at the depn-
tationt

This mezns that people who are attempting
to make a living on that particular stand
can be cut out by the omnibuses and taxi
owners, who are allowed to leave their li-
censed route, convey wedding parties to their
destination, passengers to the steamers, and
so forth. The living of the taxi people who
have the stand is at stake. They cannot
make & living in any other way. For many
years they have paid their licenses to the
Commissioner of Railways, and are pre-
pared to stay on the stand so long as they
get a fair deal, The traffic regulations should
be altered to prevent others from competing
with them, I hope the Minister will, dur-
ing the session, do something to relieve the
situgtion. These people are being starved
out from their stand owing to the intrusion
of the opposition element. Something
should also be done with regard to motor-
cycle number plates. These plates are gen-
erally fixed in front of the handle bars.over
the front wheel, I know of one cage where,
in an aceident invclving a motor cycle, an
unfortunate young Jady was practically eut
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to pieces by the number plate. Some
method should be devised for placing it
in a less dangerous position. If thers
is an -"accident, the plate in its pro-
sent position seems to act like a knife.
It would be far less dangerous if it were
fixed elsewhere. We should see that the
community does not take more risk than is
necessary. The time has arrived when no
man skould be given a driving license untess
he has taken out a comprehensive policy.
Some person may be implicated in a motor
accident, and may knock into eternity the
bread-winner of some family. The eause of
the accident may be a man of straw, and the
dependants of the deceased may have no
way of recovering anything from him. Tt
is not right that a motor vehicle should be
licensed unless the owner takes out a com-
prehensive policy. If I had my way I
would double the license fee on all motor
wehicle drivers and would pay half of it to
the hospitals to compensate them for the
number of cases they have to deal with of
persons who are injured as a result of motor
accidents. If people are to be knocked
about, motorists generally should contribute
something towards the injuries sustained.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Why not have national
insurance?

Mr. SLEEMAN: We seem to be a long
way from that.

Mr. Panton: Wait until after the Federal
elections,

Mr. SLEEMAN: If Mr. Scallin is re-
turned to power, it will afford us the only
chance we have of getting national insur-
ance, If the member for Nelson is sincere
in his remarks, he will support Mr. Seullin’s
party in order to bring that about. I would
be very loth to hand to private insurance
companies the work of issuing comprehen-
sive policies, and allow them to have full
sway in the event of the public being com-
pelled to take out such policies. No doubt
it wonld be & pood thing for the eompanies,
for once it was made eompulsory to do this,
they would raise the rates, and we know
what kind of deal they would mete out to
‘motorists. "When this is brought in, it
should be stipulated that the State Insur-
ance Office should issue the policies. I know
‘from experience that motforists get a rough
"agal when they go to private ingurance cow-
paniey. “Just in passing I may refer to the
‘sexual ‘crimes committed all over Australia
‘diring the past few years. The time has
“come when something should be done to pre-
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vent eriminals from coming out of gaol and
repeating their offences. Such people in
many instances ought to be sterilised. Ex-
perience shows that they have returned co
gaol for the same erime shortly after being
released. They cannot always be blamed for
their conduet, whieh is due to a disease that
renders ihem irresponsible, 1f they were
sterilised while in prison, it would be a
guarantee against the repetition of their
crimes upon release. This morning a seleet
committee of which I am a member heard
the evidence of a well-known medical prac-
titioner to the effect that sterilisation pre-
vented any repetition of the offence.

The DMinister for Mines: Sterilisation
would make such people ten times worse as
regards committing the offence, though they
could not perpetuate the species.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The doctor’s evidence
did not convey that to me,

Mr. Davy: I thought you were against
capital punishment.

Mr. SLEEMAN: So I am.

The Premier: What you propose is worse.

Mr. SLEEMAN; The Premier and I must
differ. However, it is only a matter of
opinion. Now I come to the price ‘of meat,
which is worse than the price of bread, and
the latter most of us believe to be higher
than is warranted. However, the average
householder spends more on meat than on
bread. Near the country represented by
tlie member for Roebourne, there is what is
known as the pleuro line; and that line
I believe to be partly responsible for the
high price of meat. The despatech of cattle
from one side of the line is prohibited; from
the other side it is permitted. Vet there are,
on the side supposed to be clean, quarantined
stations.

Mr, Teesdale: They are all boxed up.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes; the cattle mix and
intermingle, and are separated at muster-
ings. Tt is in the opinion of many North-
Westerns, a farce to continze the lime.
It would be an advantage if Wynd-
ham products were given a  better
chanee in the local market. There is an un-
reasoning prejudice apainst them. Some
people will say, “We want fresh rather than
frozen meat.” However, I would try to popu-
larise the Wyndham produets. Our people
now buy Queensland frozen meat at the
price of fresh meat. For my part, frozen
meat will always do me. When a Fremantle
butcher tried to popularise Wyndham meat
a couple of years ago, I bought it all the
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time he stocked it. Consumers eat frozen
meat every day without knowing w. On
the voyage to London first-class passeryers
get frozen meat all the time, and praiss the
ship’s diet very highly; but on land they will
not look at frozen meat, iusisting. on fresh.
I would severely penalise butchers who sell
frozen at the price of fresh meat. Those
who sell frozen meat should be eompelled
to state that it is frozen. It is just as good
as any other meat in the world. It is sup-
posed to be ticketed “frozen,” but that is
not done. I have here a letter addressed to
the member for Cue, Mr. Chesson, and from
it 1 quote the following:—

Kindly ask Mr. Drew how it is no Wynd-
ham dripping is available in Perth. My friend
‘MeKenzie has been trying for months to get
me some, without avail. The stores eay it is
no{ procurable, that it is all exporied. 1 uee
it in the hot months instead of butter. 1t is
a good substitute, and is the best dripping
canned in Australia, Nearly all of the other
canned dripping is more or less tallow. There
is a serew loose somewhere when we caunot
get products manufactured in our own State.
1 understand the meats are available, but not
the dripping.

I confess I have not seen any Wyndham
dripping down here, but I have noticed
Wyndham tinned meat and meat extract. I
have heen told on good authority that a lot
of the Wyndham meat extraet is sent Home,
there watered down and then sent back
here for our consumers to buy. Surely it
is better for our people to purchase
their own loeal product rather than to
have it sent to England to be watered down
and returned to them in an inferior form.
It reminds me of the wool that we send to
other countries where it is mized with a
lot of rubkish. Then we buy it baek in the
form of cloth. People do that instead of
patronising our loeal woollen mills at Al-
bany! If they acted differently they would
help to establish a secondary industry
here and assist in keeping our young Ans-
iralians employed. The suit I am wearing
at present was made up from Albany tweed,
and hon. memberg wounld be surprised at the
trouble I had fo get it. I had to wait
for a fortnight to get the sample be-
fore I could decide on the cloth I would
have made up. There are many faetors in-
fluencing against the operations of the Al-
bany Woollen Mills, but if anyone is for-
tunate enough to get his requirements there
Le will have tweed that is as good as the
world's best. . Bo it is with the Wyndham
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products. I am told that quite half the
tweed turned out by the Albany Woolien
Mills has to be sent out of the State to
be sold. s

Mr. A. Wansbrough: More like 90 per
cent.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I did not know the
percenfage was so high. If it is good
enough for the people in the Eastern States
to purchase Albany tweeds, surely i
should be good enough for our own people.
During the course of his speech on the
Address-in-reply the member for Toodyay
(Mr. Lindsay) went to great lengths to de-
ery another of our State industries—the
State Implement Works, He made many
statements about that concern, and he
spoke gbout a reaper-thresher that had
been sent to Wyalkatchem where it waA
left for some time and after n while i
was suggested to the member for the distrie
that he should commmunicate with May Bros,,
who were said to have made the machine,
regarding the defeets. The information
placed before the House by the mem-
ber for Toodyay was not guite cor-
rect and there is an explanation for the
incident. I made inquiries about that par-
ticular machine that was sent to Wyal.
katrhem as the hon. member indicated. I
was not sent there as a product of the
State Implement Works, but was a sample
machine sent over to those works with a
view to turning out a similar machine,
When it reached there, tha owners stipu-
lated that it had to be horse-drawn. How-
ever, the people who wanted io demonstrate
it desired to use it with a fractor. A certain
period glapsed before those concerned
could get in touch with the owners, and
after their consent had been obtained id
was fixed up so that the tractor could o
erate it. As a matter of fact the maching
was made by Morrow & Morrow and
not by May Bros. Then, again, the
member for Toodyay said the farmers
had lost hundreds of pounds worth of
loeally manufas-

State Implement Works machines could
not compare with those manufactured else-
where. That statement is not correct, bie-
cause the State Implement Works are turn-
ing ont machines equal to those manufae-
tured in any other part of the world. "Hg
algo said that they had endeavoured to get

‘the Btate Implement Works to turn out 4
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certain type of road grader and praetieally
stated that the article delivered was such
that it could not be nsed. It may surprise
hon. members te learn that the State Im-
plement Works aetunally export road grad-
ers. That proves that we can do work hers
just as well as it is done in any other part
of Australin. The member for Toodyay
and some of his colleagues got out of their
way to deride the local works that we have
in this State, but the fact remains that
with most of the implements turned out at
the State works no fault ean be found. At
one time difficulty was experienced in con-
nection with the harvesters that were manu-
factured, and that gave the Tinplement
Works a had name and resulted in loss of
sales. Nowadays most farmers will vouch
for the statement that the State Im-
plement Works plough is one of the best
in Australia. Yet how many farmers pat-
ronise the State Implement Works and
‘purchase their ploughs? There are very
few who do so. If the farmers patron-
ised the works for their ploughs alone, that
undertaking would be flourishing instead of
merely struoggling for an existence. The
works can turn out not only agricultural
machinery that is well up to standard, but
they are able to compete with the produets
of other parts of the world. Recently ten-
ders were called for the construction of a
dredge to be used in the Swan River recla-
mation work., Prices were received from all
over the world, but the State Implement
Works were the successful tenderers. The
dredge has been built to specifications and
was finished on the day stipulated. Every-
one concerned in that work must be highly
pleased with the results achieved. Next
I come to the Fremantle harbour and the
bridge, or bridges, that have to be con-
structed there. During the last few months
the report of Mr. Rustat Blake, the Brit-
ish engineer who was sent out to report on
the Stileman and other schemes, was re-
ceived, and now everyone should be satis-
fied that the work should go ahead. There
is no doubt that the extension of the Fre-
mantle harbour is a matter of vital im-
portance. The Harbour Trust Commis-
gioners and everyone else in anthority are
of opinion that the work should be gome
en with straight away. Even if we passed
$he mnecessary legislation that would enable
& gtart to be made to-morrow, it wounld be
quite three years before the bridges con-
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templated could be eompleted, and prob-
ably five years before extra berths would be
available in the Fremantls harbour. OFf
course one could be made available on the
north side fairly quickly if the Government
s0 desired, but it will be quite five years
before the extra berthing aecommodation
eontemplated will be ready for shipping. If
the output of wool and wheat increases
year by year as it has in the past, the Fre-
mantle harbour will be most eongested. I
hope that during this session something will
be done to anthorise the commencement of
the work. I presume it will be done it
by bit and for that reason a start should
be made straight away, If we were to an-
thorise the work this session, the Govern-
ment conld go ahead with the purchase of
material and the preparations for the con-
struetion of the bridge. At present the
existing traffie bridge is in such a condition
that it is practically useless. If the big
dredge that iz moored near the bridge were
to slip its moorings one night and strike
one of the piles, I am afraid the traffis
bridge would be in the same position as the
railway bridge was some years ago when
the flood water swept one span away. An-
other important matter that affects the Fre-
mantle district is the question of hospitals.
I am sorry that there does not seem to be
any chance of legislation being passed this
session to place our hospitals on a better
basis. I regard this question as most nr-
gent. Something must be done. At Tre-
mantle the authorities are at their wits end
to know what to do regarding the finances
of the local hospital. Already they are
about £1,500 behind, and I do not like to
think ‘will happen if something concrete
is not done very soon. If is guite pos-
sible that part of the institution will have
to ‘be closed down, and if that is done it
will be a standing disgrace to the State
that we are not prepared to provide for
our hospitals, I believe that those institn-
tions should be a first charge upon the
Consolidated Revenue of the country. We
must look after the sick whatever happens
fo the rest of the people. At the preseat
time there seems to be no way of getting
over the diffienlty. I was thinking that
perhaps the Treasurer could have got hold
of some of that money earmarked for the
sinking fund, and then we might possibly
have got a small portion of it for the hos-
pitals. But there seems to be no chance of
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that. Something should be done, and if
the Lotteries Bill were again introduced,
perhaps fate would be kinder to it than
it was last time. It is ridiculous to be send-
ing out money to Eastern Siates lotteries
and so keeping the Eastern States hospitals
going. If we had any chance to prevent
gambling as a whole, there might be a rea-
sonable excuse for saying we should not
have a lotteries Bill in this State. But we
cannot prevent gambling, and whilst some
people say such a Bill would mean a {ax
on one portion of the community alone,
still that portion will have their little
amusement, as they regard it, and it is bet-
ter far that we should keep their money in
the State for the help of our own hospitals
than to have their money going out year
after year, and our own hospitals starved.
I trust something will be done for the hos.
pitals during the session. I do not like to
think of what will happen if something is
not dome. All our hospitals are in & bad
way, not only those in the metropolitan
area, but also those in the country. They
are all hard-up for money. We should put
our heads together and get something evolved
to suppert our sick and needy. I hope
the Minister for Health will bring down
that lotteries Bill, becanse even if it failed
to do all that is required to do for the hos-
pitals, at all events it would materially help
them. The Minister for Health is the most
sympathetic Minister we have ever had in
eontrol of hospitals, and I can well imag-
ine the worry he has with people approach-
ing him day after day and month after
month erying out for money with which
to keep the hospitals going. If the Min-
ister could see his way clear to bringing
down a lotteries Bill, T am sure it would
go through and would result in affording
him quite a nice little revenue for hospi-
tals, I will not keep the Commitiee any
longer, but I do hope this question of hos-
pitals will be gone into so that somethiny
may be done for our sick.

[Mr. Panton took the Chair.]

ME. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [11.43]:
Possibly this will be the last opportunity
many of us will have fo speak on the Esti-
mates. This debate, perhaps, affords ws our
best chance for criticising the Government
on the seore of their misdeeds. I am not
" going very deeply into the question of
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finance, for we have left it to our leader
to show the glorious opportunities the pre-
sent Treasurer has had as compared with
what his predecessor had. Qn the figures
submitted by the Leader of the Opposition
we can leave the general public to decide
between us and the Government next March.
But I would not be doing my duty if
I did not voice my opinion about the
shortcoming of the present Administra-
tion. The Treasurer tells us he is going
to have a surplus of revenue over expendi-
ture of a little over £100,000. You, Sir,
will remember the blunder made last year
in estimating for a surplus, You will also
remember that last year the Treasurer had
an unexpended balance of £500,000.0dd of
the Commonwealth grant, which gave him
a let-off of over £300,000. If that had been
added to his deficit, where would he have
been? Yet notwithstanding that wnexpended
money, we had unemployment right through-
out the State.

The Premier: You are s perfect wizard
at finance!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Now the Premier tells
us he proposes to add that unexpended bal-
ance to this year’s grant, and to spend a
million and a quarter of money on roads
this year. Are we o suppose that he in-
tends to do what was done three years ago
and rush helter-skelter in the first week in
January hundreds of men to different parts
of the State to be ready for the March elec-
tions§ Has the Premicr earmarked that
amount of money with that end in view?
Certainly there is a nigger in the woodpile
somewhere. During the last 12 months his
hands have been pretty full dealing with
the unemployed problem, yet he has not
explained the reason why all that money
was left unexpended last year when people
were crying out for bread in Perth and in
the country distriets. To-night when the
member for Toodyay was speaking on main
roads the Treasurer interjected that the road
contractors would employ foreigners. But
the Treasurer knows, and the party sitling
on that side know, that the Main Roads
Board contracts are let under A.W.U. con-
ditions, And there is nothing in those con-
ditions to prevent a foreigner from join-
ing the union and so becoming privileged
to work on the roads or elsewhere. Despite
that, the Government, through the Minister
for Mines, have brought down a Bill to pre-
vent foreigners from working in the mines.
In the Legislative Couneil the Chief Secre-
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tary in answer to a question last night stated
that over 1,400 foreigners were working in
our mines. That would mean almost 50 per
cent. of the men engaged in the mining in-
dustry, Then why all this camouflage? Why
say we do not believe in foreigners? They
make good unionists, and as such they eon-
tribate certain moneys to the political fight-
ing fund of my friends opposite. Every-
body helonging to that organisation contri-
butes to the fighting fund of the party.
Then why not fake these foreigners as we
find them and say, “Yes, you now belong io
us, whether you were born in Australia or
whether you have come from oversea. Deal-
ing with the £400,000 lost by the railways
last year, the Treasurer in his Budget speech
proposed to make that up this year. How?
Is he going to increase freights, or does he
propose to do what is being done to-day in
the supplying of GQ(overnment sleepers?
Does he propose to get Government sleepers
eut at a price below award rates? The other
night 1 was twitted shout this, and I asked
the Minister for Railways was it a faet
that & week or so earlier the Gov-
ernment had bought 1,000 condemned
sleepers from a npon-naturalised alien.
The Minister for Railways was quite can-
did about it and admitted that the Gov-
ernment had brought condemned sleepers
cut by foreigners for 1s. per sleeper, which
worked out at 263, per load, and those
sleepers were put into Government rail-
ways. Though it may be termed a business
deal, it is not fair to the men who have
been engaged in the sleeper industry for
80 many years. I have letters from peo-
ple in my district requesting me to bring
this matter forward. Why should not the
(Government pay the award rates? The
award was delivered by Mr. Justice Hig-
gins in 1920 and stipulated as the cutting
rates £2 8s. 9d. and £2 fis. according to the
gize of the sleepers, In 1923 the Timber
Workers’ Union made an agreement with
the Sawmillers’ Association under which
the rates were inereased from £2 8s. 9d- to
£2 103, 64. and from £2 6s, to £2 7s. 6d.
Consequently the figures I guoted when
dealing with the question of the Address-
in-reply were 1s. 6d. to 1s. 7d. below the
swnrd rate. Yet the Government are ask-
ing men to engage in the industry for £3
154, per load of jarrah sleepers and £4 7s.
per load of wandoo sleepers on sidings.
The award for wandoo sleepers is £3 5a. in
native bush and £3 10s. in old.bush.
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My, Wilson: Where do you find that?

Mzr. J. H. SMITH: In the award.

Mr, Wilson: It is not in the award.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The rate offered by
Controller of Stores at Midland Junction
is £4 7s., which does not permit of the
union cntting rate being paid. No wandoo
sleepers were being eut when the award
was delivered, but the rates agreed upon
between the union and the employers were
as I kave mentioned.

Mr. Wilson: Why did not those men
complain to the union?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The seeretary of the
Timber Workers' Union, Mr. McKenzie, is
not worth his salt. It is the duty of the
union organiser to see that the men are
getting a fair deal.

Mr. Wilson: He is doing his job.

Mr. J. H. SMITH:: It is not right that
I should have to come to Parliament and
champion the canse of the men.

The CHAIRMAN: DMr, McKenzie has
nothing to do with these Estimates,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It was an interjee-
tion that led me to that subject. When
men are paid to safeguard the interests of
the tiinber workers, it should be their care
to see that the award rates are paid. No
Government, and least of all a Lahour Gov-
ernment returned to power by the workers,
should ask men to cut sleepers at less than
the ruling rate.

Mr. Wilson: They do not.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Bt the Controller
of Stores will pay the lower rate and no
more. The member for Collie knows the
award rates as well as I do, and he also
knows whether sleepers can be sold at £3
15s, per load on siding after payment of
the insurance premium. When the Mitchell
Government left office thcy were paying
£4 5s, per load on sidipgs. The insurance
then cost 2s. 6d. per load and just after-
wards was increazed to 3s. 9d. To-day,
when the men have worse bush in which
to operate and longer distances over which
to cart the sleepers, the Government are
offering £3 15s. or 10s. less, notwithstand-
ing that the insurance rate has increased
fourfold. -

Mr. Wilson: What is the price of
sleepers for export?

Mr, J. H. SMITH: Surely the hon. mem-
ber does not suggest that becaunse the price
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of export sleepers is down to £5 per load,
the men in the industry should be sweated
proportionately! I do not think he wonld
suggest that for a moment.

Mr. Wilson: I would not.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The hon. knows that
the award rate is not being paid by the
Government. The last New Zealand order
for sleepers was at the rate of £5 15s. per
load ship’s slings Bunbury, and the hon.
member knows that the contractors are
getting sleepers for less than £3 peér load
on trucks, due to the undercutting of prices
by the foreign element. I have a leiter in
which the writer asks whether the men
shonld be expected to accept 33s. 9d. per
load cutting rate. The industry is in a
deplorable condition and this is being aided
and sbetted to a great extent by the Gov-
ernment in sweating the workers. T wish
to refer to the Forests Department. Dnr-
ing the last few months there has been
a dedication of a large forest area in the
South-West, the details of which make very
sorry reading indeed. The Premier in his

. Budget Speech, anticipated that the rail-

ways would be more profitable this year
on account of the prospective buoyancy of
the timber indusfry. The Premier is rather
optimistic if he ean see any prospect of
buoyaney in the industry. If the Premier
had made inquiries I feel econfident he
would have been informed that the outlook
for the industry was never blacker than it
is at present.

Mr. Clydesdale:
that?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The eause seems to
be world-wide. Timber i3 not now being
used to the extent it was used in vears
gone by. One has only to walk down the
streets of Perth to realise what an import-
ant part steel and concrete play in build-
ing construction nowadays.

Mr. Clydesdale: Is not that due to the
cost of the timber?

Mr, J. H. SMITH: It is not a paying
industry. The hon. member eould not
point to anyone in the indusiry whe is
making money out of it at present.
Perhaps that is due to the cost of produe-
tion, but how are we to reduee that? In
Melbourne a judge of the Arbitration Court
dealt with a dispute in the t{imber
industry. He said it was necessary fo

What is the canse of
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reduce the cost of production, as the price
of the commodity was too high for the com-
petition it had to meet. Instead of giving
the workers engaged in the industry a 44-
hour week, he delivered his judgment in
favour of a 48-hour week, and a strike has
followed ever since., If I knew the reason
for the present cost, I would be a wise man.
I do not know where the Premier obtained
his figures to induce him to refer to the
buoyancy of the timber industry in Western
Australia., The industry in the past has
been a great thing for the State. Members
generally realise what it has meant to the
South-West, as a result of their perusal of
the annual report issued by the Forests De-
partment. We hear remarks made as to
what the harvest means to the railways.
Last year the freight paid to the railways
exceeded that paid on wheat by over
£10,000. The outlook to-day is very black.
A great deal of this se¢-called timber country
is now locked up for eultivation. The dairy-
ing industry is making strides by leaps and
bounds, and we are graduali, whittling
away the amount of money that is sent to
the Eastern States for dairy produets. The
Leader of the Opposition said last night that
whilst we were importing £2,000,000 worth
of goods, we were exporting only one mil-
lion pounds worth. This eannot go on. T
believe the South-West will be an important
factor in retaining eapital within the
State. But that cannot be done unless the
Minister for Forests will reconsider his at-
titude in respect to the dedication to forestry
of a large area of cultivable land. The coun-
try that has been so dedicated is capable of
being turned into a thousand or more dairy
farms, from which the Siate would derive
great benefit. I would point out how im-
possible it is for the group settlers to make
good under present conditions. They are
well satisfied that they have received a fair
deal in the matter of the writing down of the
capital charges, but they have not received
any meore than ig their juost due. There has
been a good deal of bungling going on ever
since . the present Government ecame into
office. At the beginning of their career, Mr.
Angwin told this Chamber he expected that
at least 54 groups would go on to the Agri-
cultural Bank almost immediately. He gave
us figures which showed that the average
cost per block was about £1,300. After five
years we find these groups are not on the
bank, and that some of the holdings have
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increased in cost to approxzimately £4,000.
The résult of this was that Parliament gave
the Government authority to appoint a re-
valuation board. Prior to that a group set-
tlement board controlled the sitwation under
the Minister. The revaluation board made
valuations of 327 holdings. I have no fault
to find with these valuations, The settlers
are very active and are anxious to make
good. They have prepared a scheme and
submitted it to the Minister. They believe
that, by means of this proposal, they counld
get round om their financial obligations.
Part of the scheme iz that they should start
at once paying off the statutory mortgage
end the interest on their holdings. A man
having a ecapitalisation of a little over
£1,000 on his bolding, with a statutory mort-
gage of £350, would have to pay between
£130 and £140 a year in interest and prin-
cipal. The settlers claim they cannot, start-
ing off scratch, do that. This means an
outlay of nearly £3 a week, and they say
it is impossible for them to live and pay
that away. The most cows they have do not
exceed 15, and many have not even half a
dozen, Some have their pastures laid down,
and yet have to work on the roads to make
a living. These settlers have put up a pro-
position to the Government, through the
Minister for Lands, and I will read it to
members. It is dated 7th Angust, 1929, and
is as follows:— :

I beg to submit for your consideration and
approval a scheme drawn up by my association
for the liquidation of ‘‘Statutory mortgage
acconnt’’ over a period of five years, and
*‘Capital account’’ over a period of 25 years.

The proposal of the Government is that the
period should be 30 years for the capital
account. The settlers ask that this should
be redueced to 25 years, because they want
to gain something in the beginning, and
give something back at the end. The let-
ter continues—

The matter of the repayment of statutory
morigage and interest on eapital aceount has en-
gaged the attention of my association for some
time past. A special committee was formed
to consider same, and report to tho gemeral
meeting of members. The attached detailed
schems ia the outecome of the ecommittee’s de-
liberations, and was approved at the general
meeting on 7th July. We have stayed our hand
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in forwarding same to you until such time as
the Valuation Board made their recommenda-
tiona, Now that same are in your bands, I
am jnstructed by resolution carried at & meet-
ing held on the 4th inst, to submit same to
you. You will note that in our scheme we
propose liquidating the stock and implement
account within the preseribed five years—ex-
cept that in our scheme the five years is to
date from the time of taking over of hold-
ing We note that the beard is of the opinion
that it may be necessary to extend considerably
the term of repayment on this account. We
are opposed to extension; any extension would
be against our interests. It is our desire to
lift this moertgage at the earliest possible mo-
ment, We are awarg that the bank would still
retain their lien, by way of further security,
over livestock, chattels, ete., so far as same
have been supplied by the Department of
Lands and Surveys, and this aspect has been
duly considered. In the matter of ‘‘Capital
Acecount,’’ you will note that our scheme pro-
vides for ‘‘interest free’’ for a period of three
years, and graduated interest for a further
peried of three years, reaching 6% per cent.
in the seventh year; also omr acheme providea
for the maximum interest charge to be 6%
per cent. You will note also that our scheme
provides for the commencement of principal
repayments in the sixth year, imstead of the
11th year, and the firal puyment in 25 years -
instead of 30 years. In asking for the ‘‘in-
terest free’’ period, we suggest that we are
suppurted by the board’s recemmendations.
The. values placed on the holdings by the
board, are the values of the holdings 3 years
hence, the values having been arrived at with
regard to the prospective income derivable
from the holding, and the board, for given
reagons, estimate a period of threc years to
attzin full productivity. In this we entirely
agree, and we suggest that a free of interest
period is fully warranted, with a graduated
interest period for a further three years. The
figures, ‘‘Statutory mortgage, £300,’" and
‘¢Capital account, £1,000,”’ are used merely
as a basis to work on, and any lesser or preater
amounts would work out proportionately. We
desire to mention that the values placed on the
holdings by the board appear to be quite fair,
and provided our scheme is approved, we com-
gider we should have every chance of making
good. We submit this scheme after consider-
able congideration, and in all sincerity. Trust-
ing it will be approved, Yours faithfully, D,
Hale, Secretary Nelson District Growp Set-
tlers’ Association

The Group Settlers’ Association in the Nel-
son electorate, eomprises practically every
group settler in the area. Here are the
ficures submitted by the association—
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SCHEME TO LIQUIDATE STATUTORY MORTGAGE OVER A PERIOD OF FIVE YEARS,
AND CAPITAL ACCOUNT OVER A PERIOD OF 256 YEARS.

Capital Aocount to be free of Interest for a period of 3 years, 4th year Interest at 3% per cent.
6th year 4} per cent., Bth year 5} per cent., 7th year and thereafter 6} per cent. In the 8th year
and thereafter 1,/20th of Prinoipal on Capital Account to be met per annem,

Figures hereunder are based on Siatutory Mortgage £300 and Capital Account £1,000.

Yeara after takin Total Annual
aver ot valuatioy Statotory Mortgage—£300, Gopltal acconnt—£1,000. Paymeuta,
£ o d. £ o d. £ 8 d.
First vear,.. ... | Interest T per cent . 21 0 Q
Principal .. 0 0 O Interest ftee
. 2 00 81 0 0
Second year - | Princlpal—E£240,
Interest 7 per cent. ... 18 16 ¢
Prineipal .. 90 0 ¢ Interest free
7616 0 7618 0
Third vear ... | Principal—£180.
Interest 7 per cent. . 1212 0 Interest free
Principal . 80 00
“721z 0 72218 o
Fourth year +eo | Principal—£120.
Interest 7 per cent B 8 0 £1,000 ot 3} percenf.... 35 0 0
Princlpal . 8 0 0
88 8 0 35 0 0 W0 8 0
Tifth year ... | Principal—£80. .
Interest 7 per cent. ,,. 4 4 0 £1,000 at 4% per ceat. 46 0 0
Princiq al v %0 0 O .
4 4 0 46 0 0 00 ¢ 0
8ixth year Prinelpal--}Nil. Nil. | £1,000 at 5§ percent. ... &5 0 O
120 of Principal .. 50 ¢ 0O
—_— 105 0 ©
ANNUAL REPAYMENTS OVER THE PERIOD OF 26 YEARS.
Statutory Mortgage: Capital Aceount:
Interest. Principal. Tntereat. Principal
£ 8.d £ ad. £ s d. £ s8.d.
18t year 21 0 @ 60 0 0 i Nil
nd ,, 1014 0 6 0 0 Rl
i 1212 0 6 0 0 Nit Nil
ith 8 8 0 60 0 0 3 0 0 N1
6th ,, 4 4 0 & 0 0 45 0 0 Nil
6th ,, NI wil 55 0 0 60 0 O
th ” » 6115 0 50 0 0
8th ,, " » 5810 0 0 0 O
gt'h ” ”" "” 55 0 50 o D
1 ” » » &2 0 50 D O
11th “ " 48 16 0 80 0 D
12th ,, " " 4510 0 50 O 0
18th ,, " » 42 6 0 B0 0 0
1ath -, " s 39 [} 60 0 0
5th " " 8515 0 50 0 0
16th ,, " " 3210 0 50 0 0
17th " " 29 0 50 0 0
18th  ,, ” " b6 ] [
19th |, It " #216 0 5 ¢ 0
Oth " " 1810 0 5 0 O
ﬂg:l » " " 1g 5 8 gg g uo
” 13 .
. " . 916 0 5 0 0
2ith " " 410 ¢ a0 9 0
26th ”» 1 8 q 50 ¢ 0
£83 0 @ £900 0 O | £76210 0 | £1,000 0 0
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So the scheme works down, until after the
lapse of 25 years the settler will have paid
off the whole of his liability. I commend
the proposal to the Minister for Lands in
all sincerity. Presumably the Premier is
aware that numbers of these settlers have
large families, Their problem is how to
place their sons; indeed, that is a question
with all South-Western residents, The
sons are all erying out for land. Is the
land to be locked up for all time on behalf
of the Forests Department, or will the Pre-
mier reconsider his deeision and open up
that country? Does the hon. gentleman
want future generations of Western Aus-
straliang to become nothing but hewers of
wood and drawers of water? We should
give the sons of the soil a chance to go on
the land.

Mr, Clydesdale: But if it is necessary
to write off three parts of the expenditure
it is a pretty rotten proposition.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Who is to blame for
that necessary writing offi? The Minister
for Lands admitted that 25 per cent. of
the writing-off was due to overhead and
administrative charges. The former Min-
ister for Lands, before proceeding to the
Old Country, stated that the settlers were
prepared to go on their own, Yet the
old conditions still exist, and expenses con-
tinue at the old rate. The member for
Canning, who interjected just mnow, saw
what was going on; but he made no effort
to prevent further losses. The previous
Government established the groups, spend-
ing only five millions in the process. The
present Government have spent six millions
under similar conditions. The sons of
South-Western pioneers and settlers should
be allowed to settle on good land under
ordinary homestead farm conditions, T feel
Justified in asking for that. South-Western
people are long-suffering.

The Premier: We are long-suffering peo-
ple here, too.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: This is the last op-
portunity many of us will have of discuss-
ing HEstimates.

The Premier: It will be, if I can bring
about that very desirable end.

My. J. H. SMITH: We know all abont
that, i

The Premier: This balderdash will not
do in March next.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I don’t know that
it will not!

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier: They are more intelligent
than that,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T think it will do very
well.

The Premier: They are not so stupid as
that,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: All T know is that
I am making new friends every day, even
amongst the Premier's supposedly loyal
supporters. When I point out to them what
the Government have been doing regarding
the employment of alien labour in the for-
ests, how they have beer allowing sleepers
to be cut at rates that are below those set
out in the award, thus scabbing on the men
who put the Government in power, then
they say, “That will do us. Goodbye Col-
lier and his ecrowd.” Yet the Premier says
he will ecome down to my electorate and en-
deavour to defeat me!

The Premier: You begzed me last time
to stay away from your electorate.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Perhaps I had some
reason for it, although I do not know that
I have ever begged the Premier to do any-
thing. I do not know that I begged him
to open the Bridgetown show, although we
were delighted to have him with us., But
when he threatens me, I will not stand for
it.

The Premier: You have been threaten-
ing all night.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We want some rail-
ways. I wish I had half the influence with
the Premier that the member for Canning
(Mr. Clydesdale) diselosed when he got his
tramways suthorised. I know it was not
the present Premier who authorised that
work, but still we know how that hon. mem-
ber can get things done. When the Pre-
mier was in Bridgetown, he received a de-
putation and the .railway proposition
was discussed with him., The Premier
said, “Yes, go away home and rest
contented. My Government will build
your railway!” So far nothing has been
done, and T am afraid the Premier will have
to hurry up if he intends to do anything.
I am waiting for the Loan Estimates to
come before us to see if he has any inten-
tion of keeping his word. If the work is
not put in hand before March, the present
Government will not be in a position to
do it.

Mr. Clydesdale: You are an optimist,

Mr. J. H SMITH: The people of my
electorgte are greatly disappointed. Re-
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cently the Minister for Eduecation visited

that part of the State and was astonished
at what he saw. He admitied that he had
never seen such country elsewhere. He
looked at the fields covered with clover and
expressed his admiration in no unceriain
terms. The member for Aven (Mr. Grif-
fiths) was also present and said that he
could hardly realise that it was the same
conntry he had visited a few months earlier.
The Minister for Lands visited the distriet
and spoke in the same strain. He told the
people that if he were a yvoung man he
would desire no better lot than to he able
to go to the district and make a home there
for himsell. Despite these assurances by
Ministers, nothing has yet been doue in con-
nection with the railway. Then there were
the Minister for Agriculture and the Direc-
tor of Agriculture. They went down and
told us that they had no idea such country
existed in the State. Despite that, we have
the Premier adopting an attitude at vari-
ance with the views of Ministers in that, if
he had his way, he would lock up the whole
of that beautiful country for the purpose
of growing trees. When I referred to that
Phase some time ago, the Premier interjected
in a rude manner, “Your trouble is that the
trees have not got votes” The Premier
anticipates that he will have & surpius of
£100,000. He told the Commitiee that the
operations of the railways will be payable
and that there is buoyancy in the timber
industry. He forgot to tell the Committee
that there is an enormousg shortage in the
forest revenue.

The Premier: How many millions?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: To be correct, I think
it is ahout £40,000.

The Premier: I thought you would have
made it millions.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Although there is that
shortage in the forests revenue on account
of royalties, the Premier proposes, at the
instance of the Conservator of Forests, to
put an army of men in the timber country
on work there. Some three million acres are

1o be dedicated for forestry purposes. Ter-

races of houses are being bnilt in Great
Britain to-day and not one inch of timber
is being used in them. In Western Aus-
tralia buildings are being construected of
steel and concrete. Despite that tendency
in the building trade, the Government in-
tend to lock up 3,000,000 acres of good
eountry in the South-West. Why? Some
time ago the Empire Forestry Delegation
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visited Western Australia. When they saw
our forests they said to the Government,
“You have a splendid heritage here for all
time to keep and maintain.” But at what
cost! People from the Mastern States
viewed our forests and said in effect, “We
have scrapped our useless timber and have
gone in for agriculture. We have laid down
something for all time. You people have
the timber; we have agriculiure. We do nut
want you to go in for the dairying industry.
Never mind about yow agriculture; you
people here are keeping us going. You
send us nearly £2,000,000 every year for
the purchase of our produects. You keep
your forests and send us yowr money. We
are satisfied. We have the people and a
stable industry. You have your timber and
vacant spaeces.” That is what the Govern-
ment’s policy means to this country. I feel
like going on for & long time in diseussing
the present position. I should like to read
the award delivered by My. Justice Higgins
in 1920 in ecounection with the timber in-
dustry.

Mr. Maley: For God’s sake, don’t do that.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: It may be of interest
to the Premier as Minister for Forests, and
to the member for Forrest also, I should
like to read a few personal letters from
thoze fellows ewploying foreign labour in
cutting sleepers for the CGovernment to-
day. However, I do not see that any good
purpose would be served by it. 1 notice
that my friend has come back from Xan-
tippe. I had the pleasure of seeing some
of his collections there.

Mr. Lindsay: Xantippe is in my elec-
torate.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Is it? Well, all they
seem to be able to grow up there is san-
dalwood. My friend thought sandalwood
would be very good fo recommend to the
Minister for Forests for locking up the
country. I suggest that the Minister, in-
stead of concentrating on the jarrah coun-
try, should go up fo Xantippe and lock up
a lot of that country for sandalwood. I
am convinced that would be in the best in-
terests of the country, I believe the Gov-
ernment are very ill-advised in building
railway after railway pell-mell. All that
is necessary is for a deputation to come
along to the Government, saying there is
somewhere a beautiful pateh of country 40
or 50 miles from a railway. The answer is,
““All right. We have the 3,500 farms
scheme, aud we have to do something be-
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fore the next general election to show that
we are sineere in our agricultural policy.’’
Then away go the surveyors 50 or 60 miles
out, and the railway is built, perhaps with-
out the anthority of Parliament. Yet rail-
ways recommended by the Advisory Board
years ago are neglected. I want to sound
a note of warning in regard to the dry
areas. We have heard a lot about group
settlement, and I am salisfied that for every
penny expended there the State will be re-
paid one hundredfold.

Mr. Clydesdale: You are not.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Every petiny spent
on group settlement will be repaid one hun-
dredfold in the years to come because
such a thing as a bad season in the South-
West has never been known. We have had
good seasons continuously down there, and
sometimes we get better ones. But in re-
gard to the 3,500 farms scheme, what are
the Government deing to-day? They are
tearing out right through Forrestania with-
out any possibility of railways being built,
without any water schemes, in faet, without
any roads. Men go out in that dry area
selecting land. What do they expect?

Mr. Maley: They expect to do well for
themselves, of course.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If my amiable friend
could get out in that dry area for a month
or two it would do him the wurld of grod.

Mr. Clydesdale: You ought to go with
him. He would be lost on his own.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not think it
fair that people should be allowed to go
out with a promise of a railway whan the
(iovernment know that on account of tinan-
cial stringency there is no prospect of the
railway being built. What is going to be
the result? The Agricultural Bank are mak-
ing advances day by day, and n good deal
of clearing has been done under Agricultu-
ral Bank conditions. Men will come in
and leave those holdings, because there are
no roads and so they cannot afford to grow
anything. Then in a year or two the coun-
try will be overgrown and worse than it
was originally. There is no possibility of
there ever being a come-back on that, and
s0 1 want to warn the Government to be
very careful in that regard. Would the
Premier like me to enlighten the Committee
as to what ia taking place at Pemberton to-
day in consequence of the unemployed pro-
blem?

The Premier: I would not ask yon to do
the impossible.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. J. H, SMITH: The Premier is try-
ing to evade the subject, because while he
can get these men out there in Pemberton
and other ecountry distriets, it takes a load
off his shoulders. But those men are there
secking for work and begging pread. ** What
sort of a Government is this?” they ask.
“‘(Jod bless us, cannoi & man get a job
anywhere?  Give us back Mitchell, for
when the Mitechell Government were in,
there was not a man out of work any-
where.”” One of the prineipal planks in
the Labour Party’s platform is the right
to work. But what right to work can a
man have when there is no work for him
to doe? The men at Pemberton have been
there for months waiting for their job to
start. They are camped on the job, What
do we find? Men are being sent down from
Perth every day. Three chaps eame to me
at Bridgetown the other day asking for work.
I told them they might have a chance at
Pemberton, but they said they had just left
there, and that hundreds of men there were
camped on the job. That is what is hap-
pering in country districts. It is not so
marked in Perth, because in Perth there is
& possibility of a man meeting some good
Samaritan who will give him at least a
meal. Of course, that does not apply to
the mdependent man who prefers to tramp
the roads rather than ask for charity in
Perth.

Mr. Clydesdale: What are the conditions
in the other States?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not know.

Mr. Clydesdale: And you don’t want to
know. '

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Sufficient to the day
is the evil thereof. That is always my ery.
Why should we worry about the Eastera
States? What is the position in the East-
ern States? What was the position when
the Commonwealth Government gave us
over half a million of money to expend on
public works last year?

Mr. Clydesdale: What did they take from
us?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: And that money was
placed in a trust account and the Govern-
ment did not spend it. I camnot under-
stand why my friend, supposed to be a
champion of the unemployed, sits hehind

' a Government that would allow that sort

of thing to oceur. If he did not cere to
appear disloyal in the matter, why did he
not go to the party meeting and there lay
it before the Premier and say, “Now look,



[25 Sepremsrr, 1929.]

there are thousands of men seeking work,
and you have half a million of Common-
wealth money to spend on public works.
Why not use it for finding employment for
those people¥’ When no one would take
up the endgels for the unemployed and the
poor beggars held a demonstration in Perth
to prove to the people that they were un-
employed, the men were hunted away by the
police. I feel that I have done my duty by
bringing these matters forward. I believe
the member for Avon is keen to discuss
various matters, and I believe he will be
capable of keeping the debate going for a
couple of hours. We have been shirking
our duty by going home at 6 o’clock on
some evenings, and I consider it our duty
to elean up the general debate on the Esti-
mates before the present sitting closes.
This concluded the general debate, Votes
and items were discussed as follows:—

Votes—Legislative Council, £1,814; Leg-
islative Assembly, £2,939; Joint House
Committee, £4,988; Joint Printing Com-
mittee. £1851; Joint Library Commitice,
£375—agreed to.

Vote—Premier's Department, £13,955:

Mr. DAVY: There are one or two items
that might be of importance and might be
eriticised if members were present.

The Premier: If members had been rea-
sonable, they would have had plenty of
time.

Mr. DAVY: The Premier cannot com-
plain of the business having been held up.

The CHAIRMAN: That is not the gues-
tion. The hon. member must discuss the
Premier's Department,

Mr. DAVY: I do not wish to create u
discussion, but I submit it is hardly fair to
ask us to deal with items at this hour of
the morning.

The Premier: These are small depart-
ments on which there hag never been any
discussion. They cover mainly the salaries
of officers.

-~ The CHAIRMAN: Does the hon, mem-
ber wish to diseuss an item$

Mr. DAVY: Yes.

Ttem, Travelling concessions to members
of Parliament and life pass holders: £3,000:

Mr. DAVY: The item shows an incresse
of £277. The increase might be entirely
justified, but members are entitled to an ex-
planation.
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Mr. Angelo: It is the same amount as
was voted last year, but & saving of £277
was made last year,

Mr, DAVY: That does not matter; it is
an increase of £277 on last year’s expendi-
ture, The time has arrived when we might
reasonably ask the Premier to report pro-
gress.

The Premier: We oug'ht to go on a little
longer,

Mr. DAVY: I shoul like to hear an ex-
planation of the inerease.

The PREMIER: The amount is purely
an estimate. Yt was considered last year
that £3,000 would be required, but we got
through with something less, The amount
i= a varying one, depending as it does on
the amount of travelling done by members.
The item covers an amount for the Com-
monwesalth and Eastern States rzilways,
and in some years members travel more
than in other years. It iz expected that
£3,000 will be required this year.

,Téem, Ministerial and Parliamentary
visits and State ceremonials (not including
departmental visits) £1,700:

Mr. DAVY: Will the Premier explain
how he expects to keep this item down by
£109 on the cxpenditure of last year.

The PREMIER: The same explanation
covers that. The vote last year was the
same, but the expenditure was £109 more.

Ttem, State Gardens Board, grant for
maintenance and improvements, public gar-
dens, foreshores, Crawley, ete., £2,100:

Mr. NORTH: Does this item ineclude any
amount for dealing with White City?

The PREMIER: No, but White City will
be included in future because it is now con-
trolled by the State Gardens Board, and
any expenditure on White City will come
ont of this amount,

Mr. DAVY: Has any account been taken
of the possibility of White City being used
for a parking area or has that project been
abandoned?

The PREMIER: White City is under
the control of the State (Gardens Board
and not under the direct control of the
Government. Many suggestions have been
made, but I cannot say what will be done
with that portion of the Esplanade. It
msy he made a source of revenue perhaps
by using it for tennis ecourts. Person-
ally T do not think it would be suit-
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able for use as a parking area, especially
as we have motors parked on either side
of the road on which White City abuts.
It would be much better, and more in keep-
ing with the surroundings, if we were to nse
it for some kind of recreation, perhaps lawn
tennis or some other game. No decision has
yet been arrived at.

Item, Empire Forestry Conference, £130:

Mr. J, H. SMITH : T see that the expendi-
ture on this aceount bas been £229, and that
another €130 still remains to be spent. What
is the reason for that?

The PREMIER : This was for expenditure
in eonnection with the Empire Forestry Con-
ference that visited the State last year. Be-
tween 40 and 50 members were involved, and
they remained in the State for eight or nine
days, during which they travelled fairly ex-
tensively. The £130 is for the balanee of the
expenditure that was ineurred last year.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Governor's Eastablishment, £2,440;
Executive Council, £5—agreed to.

Vote—London Agency, £12,489:

Mr. DAVY: What is the reason for the
appointment of an indent officer af a salary
of £600 a year?

The Premier: He is not a new officer.
was there last year.

Mr. DAVY: He is not mentioned in last
year's expenditure. If he is not a new ofticer
he must have been an honorary one last year.

The Premier: He is recorded as being an
officer last year.

Vote put and passed.

He

Vote—Public Service Commiggioner, £1,526
—agreed to.

Vote—Government Motor Car Service,
£6,561:

Item, Purchase of Cars, £500:

Mr, SLEEMAN: Who decides what make
or style of car shall be purchased when the
Government require mofor vehicles?

The PREMIER: Nearly every make of
car on the road is represented in the fleet
owned by Government departments. The
great majority of our motor vehicles are of
the cheaper kind, ranging in price up to
£240 and £250. :

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Sleeman : What about the British
cars? .

The PREMIER: It is admitted that the
low-priced British car is not suitable for
Australia. To get a British car that is suit-
able for our conditions it is necessary to pay
up to about £600, at which priee it is pos-
sible to get a car egual to anything else on
the road.

Mr. Coverley: Is it not more economical
to buy the better car?

The PREMIER: No, becanse of the class
of roads over which they have to travel
When it is possible to work with a British
car, we do so. Up till quite recently Great
Britain had not put on the market a cheap
road car that was spitable for Australian
conditions. Because of that fact, 2 party of
British manufacturers visited Australia last
year to ascertain at first hand the conditions,
so that they might lay themselves out fo meet
the requirements of the market. Omne reason
why the British ear has not been suitable is
becanse of the horse power. The horse power
is all very well in England, where the coun-
try is fairly level, and the roads are of the
billiard-table variety. A high-powered ear
is not necessary there. In this State much of
the work for which a car is required is done
in the country districts on roads that are not
exactly good. We therefore require a vehicle
of greater horse power.. The reduced horse
power in the case of British cars is due to
the system of taxation in Great Britain,
based, as it is, upon the horse power. Mann-
facturers, therefore, keep down the horve
power, for the most part to about 15. Cars
are built in that way in order to escape the
higher taxation, because it is caleulated on
the basis of so much per horse power. En-
gines of that power will not do the work
required in this country. When we have to
dea! with the better type of British car, the
position is different. Tt is expected that, as
a result of the visit of British manufacturers
last year, a light British car that is suitable
for the Australian market will shortly ' be
available. T believe that a few of these
an-lred.recently. No doubt they will meet
Australian requirements. Manufacturers in
England realise the importance of catering
for the Australian market. An enormous
sum of money goes out of the Commonwealth
every year for motor cars, and America has
had almost the whole of it. Knowing the
market that exists in Australia, I believe the
manufacturers intend to specialise in order
to meet its requirements. There is & egr
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known as the Morris-Cowley. It is a cheap
car, and I found when in England that it was
the most popular light car in that country.
It is not only cheap but light, effective, and
suitable for the eonditions. It was not found
very suitable here, at all events with regard
to the first shipments that arrived. It did
not track.

Mr. Davy: That is not the position now.

The PREMIEXR: I believe we still have
not received the latest Morris-Cowley that
will suit our eonditions in the matter of
horse power.

Mr. DAVY: I am no more of an expert in
motor ears than is the Premier, but I know
there are at least two views on the subject.
There are many persons who know some-
thing about the matter, and are prepared fo
assert very strongly that there are English
motor cars every bit as suitable for Western
Anustralian conditions as any American cars,
and they are cheap ones too. I do not desire
to advertise any particular brand of ecar.
From all I have heard, I know of no reason
why every penny the Western Australian
Government propose to spend on motor cars
should not be spent on ears manufactured
in Britain, if they cannot be manufsctured
in Australia. At present, I think, the Gov-
ernitent own not a single motor car or
motor truek or motor vehicle that has not
been made in Ameriea,

The Premier: Yes, we do; several; a good
many.

Mr. DAVY: A very small proportion of
the total number. I know a station owner
who in hard, rugged country remote from
Perth uses only Morris cars and frueks, eost-
ing approximately the same as Chevrolets
or Fords. Governments are not deterred by
a difference of £10 or £20.

The Premier: No; but if you come to a
difference of £100——

Mr. DAVY: The difference is not £100.
It is only in the middle rank of motor
vehicle, the semi-swell car, that at present
‘the value of money is in favour of American
makes. The Government could reasonably
afford to buy English cars, and thereby
would get just as good, if not better, value
for money as by buying American malkes.

Mr. LAMBERT: A good many years ago
I urged the Government then in office to in-
quire carefully into the purchase of motor
cars, and also of metor trucks. It is an out-
rage that the various departments should
‘be allowed to buy different brands of motor
trucks, the parts of which- are not inter-
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changeable. The Government should con-
centrate upon not only a standardised car
but also a standardised truck. Then the
parts would he interchangeable, with a con-
seguent saving of about £25,000 annually.
It is a stupid sort of departmental head
that allows the State to buy all kinds of
motor cars and motor trucks. I hope the
adviee I tendered to the Government of a
decade ago will now be accepted. If the
Government had an officer to advise them,
they could be directed as to the best class
of car or truck to buy. Even if it cost a
little more, preference should be given to
British produets. Under the existing eondi-
tions, the Government use utility trueks and
motor cars of various types and makes, and
operate them all over the State. If the
Government are unahle to seeure English
vehieles and sare foreed to buy American
products, they should be standardised and
the parts made interchangeable, thus saving
money on aceount of renewals and npkeep.

Mr. Lamond: But what about the diffi-
culties involved in the rapid changes of
models?

Mr. LAMBERT : If the Government were
to approach, for instance, the Morris Com-
pany in England, that company could be
told that the Government required so many
ears and trucks per year and ask the eom-
pany to guaraniee, in the event of the Gov-
ernment purchasing their cars and trucks,
the interchangeability of parts. The present
haphazard, happy-go-lncky method of pur-
chasing is not in the interests of the State.

Mr. LINDSAY: I would not have spoken
kad it not been for a statement made by the
Premier regarding English cars.

The Premier: I do not profess to know
anything about cars myself.

Mr. LINDSAY: I can say that what the
Premier said was incorrect, and can say so
from my own practical experience. I have
driven English cars for some years, aot
high-prieed cars either.

The Premier: I suppose 95 per cent. of
our cars are bought at from £200 to £230
each.

Mr. LINDSAY: A pgood deal has been
said about Morris cars; mine is an Austin,
and could be bought at about £300 to-day.

The Premier: We do not pay £300 for
our cars.

Mr. LINDSAY: When the Premier says
that the English ears cannot be driven over
the hills because of the gears, I disagree
with him. I" have driven over all the
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hills in the vicinity of Perth and in most of
the country districts and I have not ex-
perienced any difficulty at all. Although
the price of the English cars may be a
little more, that is more than compensated
for in the extra life of the machine eom-
pared with the American article, I think
the Government would act wisely if they
purchased more English motors.

Mr. DAVY: I do not wish to labour the
point, but I think that if the Premier caunsed
to be eonsulted men who had a complete
knowledge of modern motor vehicles im-
ported into Western Australia, he would
come to the conelugion that there are no
bad modern cars. The English cars are just
as good as the American ecars, if not bet-
tex. We can get at least equal value for the
same money, but I think it would be a very
proper thing if the Government of Western
Australia decided they would buy none but
British motor vehicles. Until we can make
them in Australia we should purchase our
requirements from Great Britain. The Gov-
ernment will not stop at an extra £10 or
£20, even though the extra life of the British
car might not be regarded as altogether
sufficient compensation.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Printing, £76,135; Tourist Bureau,
£2,121—agreed to.

Vote—Literary and Scientific Grants, elc.,
£11,217:

Item—Royal Society, £100:

Mr. Sleeman: What is the Royal Society?

The PREMIER: The society is one of
the oldest-established bodies and exists in
practically every part of the British Em-
pire. It comprises seientists, professors,
engineers and men in that category. They
investigate scientific matters and their work
is of value to the State. I think they are
doing a very great deal for our knowledge
of science and its possibilities.

Item— Anthropological research, £24:

Mr. Davy: Will the Premier tell us some-
thing about this item?

The PREMIER: It is a small grant of
aagistance to Dr. Whittington's expedition
to the North-West to study the primitive
life and customs of the aborigines. Dr.
Whittington’s company econsists of highly
trained mea from the Old Country.

Vote put ard passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Vote—Centenary Celebrations, £15,085:

Mr. ANGELO: I understand the Govern-
ment have given some £20,000 in all for the
centeuary celebrations, and that 2 commit-
tee has been appointed to disburse that
amount.

The Premier: Not to disburse it.

Mr. ANGELO: Well, to see to the
spending of it. But with the exeception of
the Premier and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, there is on that committee no member
representing the country.

The Premier: Yes, the Leader of the
Country Party is on it.

Mr. Lambert: He does not represent the
eountry.

Mr, ANGELQ: I have been told he was
not on jt. The point I want to make is this:
The amount comes out of peneral revenne,
and so is contributed by the taxpayers of
tbe whole State, - Yet all this money is
being spent in the metropolitan area. There
are other parta of Western Australia on the
map, and the people resident in these parts
are just as anxious to celebrate the centen-
ary as are the people of the metropolitan
area. The Premier should tell the special
ecommittee to distribute portion of the sum
in districts beyond the metropolitan area,
districts too far distant from the centre for
the local residents to come in to the eele-
brations, Surely the pioneers who have
gone outback should be remembered in this
regard.

Mr. LAMBERT: I, like the hon. mem-
ber, consider that instead of allowing the
country distriets to seratch for themselves
and provide the money necessary for their
centenary celebrations, some little recogmi-
tion should be given to them. Why
should all the expenditure be centralised in
the metropolitan area, where there are
powerful societies and associations that ean
well afford to eontribute to the cost of the
celebrations? One would thick we bad an
overflowing Treasury, and that the Treas-
urer had nothing to do but look for avenues
of expenditure.

Mr. Angelo: I do not say the sum is
too big.

Mr. LAMBERT: Of conrze not. If it
were twice as much you wonld not think
it too biz. But I imagine that the expen-
diture of £15,000 on samething useful and
permanent would be better than entertain-
ing with it the over-entertained population
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of the metropolitan area. However, I do
not know that complaining about it will
do any good.

The Premier: Except that it will serve
as 8 guide when the next centenary comes
around.

Mr, LAMBERT: It is to be hoped the
Treasurer in making this money available
will remember some of those outback places
that a few of us represent in Parliament.
In little places like Coolgardie.and South-
ern Cross it would be very nice as a tribute
to the prospectors, such as Paddy Hannan,
who did so much for Western Australia,
if a eouple of hundred pounds could be
allocated against the cost of the loeal cen-
{enary celebrations.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It surprised me to
hear from the member for Gascoyne that
very little of this money has been spent
in the country districts. I was under the
impression that assistance was being given
to a lot of the celebrations in the country.
I join in the general protest against the
whole of this money having been spent in
the metropolitan area.

Mr. TEESDALE: I do not know that
preceding speakers have made out much of
a ease for their districts. Most of them
have railway communication and boast of
picture shows, but the children of the North-
West will not know anything about the
centenary.

The Premier: If they are at school, they
will.

Mr. TEESDALE: The children of the
North-West have a pretty bad time, parti-
cularly those of Roebourne.

The Premier: They will know that it is
the c¢entenary becanse it has been cele-
brated in all the schools.

Mr. TEESDALE: We have no news-
paper up there, and T do not think more
than three “West Australians” are taken
in that town, the number being limited bv
the aerial service on acconnt of the weigh.
So the people of Roebourne are not in
touch with what is happening. I doubt
whether the ocecasion has been wmarked by
any significance short of an address at the
school. If the event eould be made memor-
able to the children by the distribution of
£10 worth of toys and confectionery, it
wonld be a good thing. Such places in ths
North-West have far more claim to consid-
eration than have Coclgardie. Kaleonrlie
or Hannans. The people in those piaces
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have ample pleasure provided for them, but
it would be a novelty for the children of
Roebourne to see a picture show or to have
a celebration in connection with the cen-
tenary.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reporfed.

House adjourned at 1.35 am. (Thursday).
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINING, GEOLOGICAL
REPORT.

Hon, E. H. HARRIS asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Will he lay on the Table the
recent geological report of Dr. Stilwell on
the East Coolgardie Goldfield? 2, If not,
what is the reason for withholding the re-
port?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, The report is still in the hands
of the Government Printer, and will he
made available as soon as practicable.

QUESTION-—YUNA RAILWAY,
EXTENSIONS.

Hon. E. H. H, HALL asked the Chief
Seeretary: 1, Have the Railway Advisory
Board been requested to report on any exten-



